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NEw PoTENTIAL WORLD’S RECORD
RoOOSEVELT’S ELK ENTERED INTO BOONE
AND CROCKETT CLuUB Bi1c GAME RECORDS

The records department of the
Boone and Crockett Club recent-
ly received a Roosevelt’s elk
entry, which, if confirmed by a
judges panel, will be crowned
the new world’s record.

The recent entry was
killed by Timothy Carpenter on
September 21, 2023, in Humboldt
County, California. With a pre-
liminary score of 439-7/8 points,
Carpenter’s elk smashes the pre-
vious world’s record of 419-6/8
points taken by Rick Bailey in
British Columbia in 2015. No
stranger to big elk, Carpenter has
multiple Roosevelt’s elk in the
records, including a 2011 bull
that scored 398-1/8, which is the
current archery world’s record.

Carpenter, 39, splits his
work between guiding elk hunt-
ers in the fall and working as a
wildlife biologist in the spring.
He rarely gets a day to hunt for
himself, but he is able to get out
in the field often. “It is very re-
warding to be part of any suc-
cessful Roosevelt’s elk hunt,”
Carpenter says. “It is that much
more rewarding when we are
able to take animals that are
mature—or even past their
prime—and are Boone and
Crockett animals.”

Allthat time spent guiding
and working with wildlife lets
him take advantage of the limit-
ed amount of time he has by
learning the area, meeting the
landowners, and keeping an eye
onthe animals. He estimates the
bull was around 11 or 12 years
old. Carpenter aged the meat for
two weeks in a cooler, and those
elk steaks have made many deli-
cious meals, he says.

Roosevelt’s elk are one of
three subspecies of North Amer-
ican elk for which the Boone and
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Crockett Club keeps records.
Named after Club founder
Theodore Roosevelt, Roos-
evelt’s elk are found exclusive-
ly in the Pacific Northwest,
ranging from northern Cali-
fornia up through British Colum-
bia’s mainland and into Alaska.

They are the biggest elk
subspecies, with bulls weighing
as much as 1,100 pounds. You
might assume Carpenter’s bull
would have had a huge body be-
cause it sports a world’s record
rack, but that wasn’t the case.
“Youwd think that packing antlers
around like that, it would be
beefier,” Carpenter says. “The
elk’s body was the average size
of amature Roosevelt’s bull, and
his antlers still dwarfed his
body. It was probably from a
combination of great genetics,
perfect environmental condi-
tions, and lots of late rain pro-
viding great forage for finishing
out antler growth.”

Before Carpenter’s entry
is official, Boone and Crockett
Club procedures require that
the final score of a potential
world’s record be verified by
either an Awards Program Judg-
es Panel or a Special Judges
Panel. Awards Program Judges
Panels are assembled once every
three years, with the next
awards judging panel being held
in April 2025. Special Judges
Panels are convened during the
interim between Awards Pro-
gram Judges Panels with the sole
purpose of verifying and declar-
ing a new world’s record. In
either case, two teams of two
judges each measure the entry,
and if the scores of both teams
verify the original measure-
ment, the panel will declare it
anew world's record.

SEE ALL THE
CURRENT
WORLD'S RECORDS

Timothy Carpenter's
Roosevelt's elk was
taken on September
21,2023, in Humboldt
County, California.
With a preliminary
score of 439-7/8 points,
Carpenter’s elk smashes
the previous world'’s
record of 419-6/8 points.




