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SPACE SPACE 
ANDAND  TIMETIME

In early 1909, Club founder 
Theodore Roosevelt journeyed by 
steamship to England, down the 
Atlantic, through the Suez, and 
then down the Indian Ocean to 
Mombasa. He traveled by train to 
Nairobi, then commenced perhaps 
the most epic safari ever. It was a 
nine-month odyssey that took the 
former president and young son 
Kermit overland through Kenya, 
into then-Belgian Congo (now 
Uganda), then north through 
Sudan to Khartoum. They ventured 
up the Nile, then back to Europe 
by steamer, finally returning to 
the United States in June 1910.

B&C founder Theodore Roosevelt’s 1909-1910 African expedition was an 
odyssey lasting nine months, essentially opening Africa to safari hunting.
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Before WWII, early 
hunters to Alaska would 
travel by ship from Seattle 
up through the Inland Pas-
sage, then to Anchorage, and 
then out into the blue. Things 
were simpler in western 
Canada. Railroads carried 
hunters north to jumping-off 
points, then into game coun-
try by pack train. A month’s 
hunt was minimal, six weeks 
more likely.

Time was measured 
differently back then. Or, 
more accurately, distant ad-
ventures were the exclusive 
province of hunters who had 
unlimited time. The Roosevelt 
Expedition could be described 
as excessive, but before 
WWII, an African safari of 
just 30 days was considered 
minimal; two and three-
month safaris were common.

In the postwar era, re-
liable air transportation 
whisked hunters to almost 
any destination. Propellor 
aircraft soon gave way to fast-
er jetliners. Worldwide, hunts 
got shorter. Robert Ruark’s 
Horn of the Hunter is probably 
the best-written and most 
widely-read account of a post-
war safari conducted in Tan-
ganyika in 1952 when I was 

born. We writers often take 
liberties with timelines (trust 
me, I know). Read the book, 
and the impression is Ruark’s 
first safari was lengthy. Per-
haps, but his professional 
hunter, Harry Selby, recalled 
it as a normal three-week sa-
fari.

For at least the next 
quarter century, including 
my early safaris, 21 days re-
mained the standard period 
for an African hunt.  Internal 
and ground transportation 
improved worldwide. Better 
roads and light aircraft short-
ened timelines, especially in 
North America. The 30-day 
packstring hunt vanished 
before my time, replaced by 
hunts of ten days or two 
weeks, depending on location 
and species.

Travel time isn’t just a 
matter of getting from point 
A to point B; one still must get 
from point B to a hunting 
area. For instance, I just re-
turned from a brown bear 
hunt on the Alaska Peninsu-
la. Jet travel from home to 
Anchorage was just a few 
hours. It took another day to 
get down the peninsula to 
base camp. Tack on another 
day to get to spike camp by 

SuperCub. That’s three trav-
el days to get afield. In coun-
tries like Namibia and South 
Africa— with good road net-
works—I can be hunting 36 
hours from home, despite the 
long trans-oceanic f light. 
Shortly, I’ll be headed to Mo-
zambique. That requires an 
overnight in Johannesburg 
and a connecting flight, but 
I’ll be checking zero in camp 
48 hours from departure.

The worldwide short-
ening of hunts isn’t just a 

matter of reduced travel 
time, which hasn’t changed 
much in the last half-century. 
Other factors are at play. Part 
of it isn’t just that we are bus-
ier. Rather, hunting in distant 
locations is no longer restrict-
ed to people with unlimited 
time. Instead, most modern 
traveling sportsmen and 
women work hard to earn the 
privilege and need to cram 
the adventure into a nice, 
neat package within a two-
week vacation.

A look back in time at how 
months-long hunts have turned 

into action-packed, week-long 
adventures. And frankly, we’ve 

got it (too) easy today!

Although the 30-day packstring hunt is almost a thing of the past, 
there are still numerous horse outfitters in the western US and Canada.

PHs and six hunters with the results from a seven-days safari in South 
Africa’s Eastern Cape. The “plains game” safari didn’t exist when 
Boddington started hunting Africa. Today, shorter hunts are most 
common, productive, and the best bargain in the hunting world.
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Other elements influ-
ence shorter hunts, but not 
all are positive. In the Africa 
of my youth, a three-week 
safari included an opportu-
nity at multiple members of 
the “big five.” The wonder-
fully productive and inex-
pensive shorter plains game 
safari almost didn’t exist. 
Restrictions, closures, and 
quotas for key species 
changed this. Cape buffalo, 
by far the most numerous of 
Africa’s dangerous game, 
can still be hunted on a sev-
en or ten-day hunt. Safaris 
for the cats and elephants 
are necessarily longer and 
more specialized. Today, 
across Africa’s 20-some 
hunting countries, there are 
about 20,000 annual hunting 
safaris. Some three-quarters 
of these are shorter plains 
game safaris, resulting in a 

half-dozen to a dozen ante-
lopes, wild swine, and ze-
bras for about the cost of a 
mid-range guided elk hunt 
in the Rockies. As Peter Cap-
stick wrote, it’s still “the last 
great adventure on Earth” 
and worldwide hunting’s 
greatest bargain.

Elsewhere in the 
world, with different models 
of wildlife management, 
shorter seasons are generally 
not a factor. However, for al-
most any species, certain 
periods are better than oth-
ers. Greater kudus rut in June, 
red stags in early fall—Sep-
tember in the northern hemi-
sphere, April in the southern 
hemisphere. In Africa, rainy 
seasons are usually avoided, 
but international outfitters 
have the luxury of several 
favorable months to plan 
their schedules.

In North America, out-
fitters must work (and make 
their businesses profitable) 
within set, often short, sea-
sons. On our side of the pond, 
this is a major factor in the 
shortening of hunts. It’s at-
tractive for today’s busy hunt-
ers but not always great for 
an ideal or successful experi-
ence. On the Alaska brown 
bear hunt I just returned 
from, the spring peninsula 
brown bear season was mys-
teriously cut to just 16 days. 
Some hunters opt for the full 
period, but that’s too long for 
many. So, of necessity, outfit-
ters are obligated to split the 
season in two, offering two 
eight-day hunts to make the 
season work. It sounds like 
enough if everything comes 
together. However, many 
camps are reached only by 
light aircraft, and the penin-
sula is famous for its fickle 
weather.

In 2023, I stayed in 
spike camp throughout the 
peninsula’s fall bear season, 
mostly watching horizontal 
rain. I made multiple stalks 
on a big bear and didn’t get 
a shot. In the 2024 spring 
season, I was fortunate. I 

got in during a break in the 
weather and got a nice bear 
on my fourth hunting day. As 
a bonus, I got out of camp 
during another break in the 
weather and got home. Most 
hunters who booked the full 
season were likewise suc-
cessful. My heart hurt for 
other hunters as I watched 
them run out of time or sea-
son. Some waited a solid two 
days after the season closed 
to fly out of spike camp be-
cause of the weather. 

Light aircraft with bal-
loon tires, floats, or skis in 
Alaska and Canada enable 
remote access hunting. Else-
where (occasionally in North 
America), helicopters enable 
some access, less commonly 
because of cost. When I hunt-
ed in Nepal, we needed to 
reach the last village as a 
jumping-off point for the 
Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve. 
We had two choices: a ten-day 
trek (each way) or a helicop-
ter. The trek sounded awe-
some, but I’m not one of those 
guys with much spare time. I 
took the helicopter.

It is best to allow as 
much time as possible with 
difficult species. This is 
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LEFT: Alaskan outfitter Dave Leonard, secures a caribou rack to 
the struts of his SuperCub. This versatile little airplane essentially 
enables hunting in much of Alaska and western Canada.  
BELOW: In Nepal, Boddington had a choice between a ten-day 
hike each way or a two-hour helicopter ride to the jumping-off 
point. The helicopter was more expensive, but few hunters today 
have 20 days to spare.
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especially true in mountains 
and northern regions, where 
weather is constantly a limit-
ing factor. The reality is that 
not all hunts will be success-
ful, but the shorter the hunt, 
the higher the failure rate.

COMMUNICATION 
While hunts have gotten 
shorter and travel has grad-
ually improved, the biggest 
difference today is improved 
communications—and that’s 
all to the good. When I ar-
rived in Kenya in 1977, my 
outfitter messed up my arriv-
al time. I was young and 
scared, trying to figure out a 
foreign telephone system, 
when Willem van Dyk ar-
rived, much to my relief. Be-
fore cell and sat phones, we 
were in a trick when flights 
were delayed. Today, cell 
phones can be used in almost 
any airport or city in the 
world. Make sure you have 
international coverage and 
all the phone numbers (and 
country codes). The free and 
handy WhatsApp smart-
phone app allows voice and 
text; most guides and outfit-
ters use it. Don’t expect cel-
lular coverage in any remote 

hunting camp anywhere in 
the world. Then again, base 
camps are likely to have some 
Wi-Fi connectivity. In the last 
couple of years, conversion 
to the Starlink system has 
been almost worldwide in the 
outfitting community.

Satellite communica-
tions and GPS have improved 
dramatically, both coming 
out of the first Gulf War. In 
1997, Joe Bishop and I were 
in camp in southwest Central 
African Republic (CAR), and 
Joe had one of the first civil-
ian sat phones. It was the size 
of a briefcase with fold-out 
aerials that had to be orient-
ed. In one of CAR’s numerous 
insurrections, mortar shells 
were falling on the runway 
in Bangui, and we needed to 
find a way out. That darned 
contraption worked. We got 
a charter plane and exited 
west through Gabon.

As they got smaller, I 
carried sat phones for years. 
Today, Garmin’s compact in-
Reach system provides GPS 
data and text messaging 
slaved to a smartphone. Sat 
phones are still indispens-
able for voice communica-
tions, but since 2019, inReach 

has provided all the commu-
nications needed on several 
northern hunts. Do-it-your-
self hunters need more infor-
mation, but it can all be right 
there in your hand. The onX 
Hunt app is the premier 
smartphone navigation app 
for backwoods hunters, offer-
ing satellite 3D and topo-
graphic maps, private/public 
land boundaries, and much 
more. Today, there’s no excuse 
for not having communication 
when needed or being uncer-
tain where you are. n 

The reality is that not 
all hunts will be 

successful, but the 
shorter the hunt, the 

higher the failure rate.

RIGHT: Both cellular and satellite communications have improved 
dramatically. In remote areas, the satellite phone remains a primary 
tool for emergency communications…or just checking in. BELOW:  
All hunts depend on time and weather, but especially for difficult 
animals in northern climes. In fall ’23 Boddington spent two weeks in 
this spike camp on the Alaska Peninsula, mostly weathered in, didn’t 
get a bear. He went back in spring ’24, took a nice bear in six days.

 

Don’t count on it without 
checking, but today most 
base camps will offer some 
kind of Wi-Fi connectivity


