IF ¥0U CAN, JUST
DRIVE TO YOUR NEXT
HUNT. HERE'S WHWY.
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After a lifetime of terminals, ticket
agents, and late (or missed) flights, I
love to drive to hunts when I can. With
no baggage restrictions, I can take
everything I might need. I can take
my own saddle or even tow a
four-wheeler. Driving is also the best
way to bring game home. Pack your
gear in empty coolers on the way
there—just make enough room to
bring everything home when (not if)
you’re successful.
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In the Lower 48, we have
choices, big country, and an awe-
some road network. Alaska, Cana-
da, and Mexico are also big, but the
roads are not always good. If you
head overseas, you’re going to fly.
As you get closer to your destina-
tion, planes will likely get smaller,
reducing the gear you can take. I
once took a train from Vancouver
to the Chilcotin in central British
Columbia. Rules for travel with
firearms have changed, but Amtrak
accepts firearms in checked bag-
gage, terminal to terminal, with
advance notification.

Plane fares have increased
frighteningly, but so have fuel,
lodging, food, and everything else
along the road. Flights to major
airports are less expensive than
flights to smaller terminals, likely
closer to hunting country. Plan
ahead and explore your options. I
don’t pretend to understand it, but
airfares can vary significantly from
day to day. A bit of flexibility can
make a big difference.

In some ways, flying with
firearms is easier than driving.
Once you get past check-in,

security issues are some-
body else’s worry. De-
cades ago, there were
reports of gun cases “go-
ing missing” at certain
U.S. airports. Bags, in-
cluding gun cases, do get
misdirected, and there is
the occasional incidence
of willful damage by an-
tigun baggage smashers.
Fortunately, since 9-11,
this is rare. Thanks to increased
security and accountability, I don’t
worry about my guns getting “lost”
once properly checked and locked.
When you drive, all security
and adherence to firearms regula-
tions are on you. For the latter, I
won’t attempt to quote the litany
of conflicting state and city ordi-
nances. I have a Kansas concealed
carry permit, and I know I’m legal
in all surrounding states and most
of the West. I also know that when
I drive to/from our place in Cali-
fornia, firearms have to be locked
out of reach, and many firearms
are not “California compliant.” To
the east, Illinois is the closest place
that might cause issues. I haven’t
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LEFT: On the most remote hunts,
planes often get smaller...and space/
weight limits don’t grow. This is Dave
Leonard’s Hershey-bar chocolate
SuperCub. A wonderful machine, but
limited in load capacity.

BELOW: You can’t always get your
vehicle to a down animal, but it
certainly helps when you can.

driven through there with a fire-
arm since I was a kid. If I need to,
I’ll check the rules. The same goes
for the big cities and smaller states
in the Northeast.

Security when driving is my
biggest concern. A friend was driv-
ing from the West Coast to a west-
ern hunt a few years ago. She
stopped overnight, and her truck
was cleaned out, including some
nice guns. My buddy, Mike, recent-
ly called me with a worse horror
story. He and some friends were
headed from Portland to a huntin
central Montana. His buddies
drove; Mike took the train. His
friends stopped at a motel and
started to unload the truck. While
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they were making trips to unload,
someone grabbed Mike’s M48 Nos-
ler rifle and a handgun—right
under their noses. Stops to rest are
essential, but recognize that safe-
ty is not assured. Keep firearms
out of sight and always lock the
car—even for quick pit stops. Nev-
er leave firearms in a vehicle
parked overnight.

I'm always schlepping guns
from California to the kid’s place
in Texas and the Kansas farm. To
take a quick snooze, I stop in state
rest areas that have surveillance
cameras. There is safety in num-
bers. Isnugglein,legal pistol handy,
sleep as needed, and press on.

Usually, I drive alone, so my
system works for me. It is easier,
safer, and more secure for hunting
partners to drive as a team. What-
ever you do, don’t leave a vehicle
with firearms unattended and un-
locked, even for a moment. Since
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ABOVE: The “Decked” system of sliding bins Boddington installed in his new
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pickup. Mated with locking tailgate and locking bed cover, he feels this is the
most security he’s ever had when driving with firearms.

LEFT:Not quite all of the rifles we piled into Goron Marsh’s big SUV for a
Wyoming prairie dog shoot. Doesn’t matter who you are, you can’t get all this

gear and ammo on a commercial aircraft.

“smash and grab” is always an
option, I also make sure firearms
are covered and out of sight.

I got a new Tundra this year,
which, like most newer pickups, has
alocking tailgate. I put slide-out bins
in the bed long enough for soft cas-
es, with a locking bed cover. It is
unlikely to deter a determined thief
with time and a crowbar, so I still
don’t leave the vehicle unattended,
but this system offers the most peace
of mind I’ve had in years.

Iworry about breaking down
or getting into an accident, so I car-
ry roadside assistance—AAA and
USAA. Last year, I hit my first-ever
deer and totaled my Kansas ranch
truck, which is why I have a new
Tundra.Iwaslucky and had nolong
guns, but the incident made me
think. Drive with the guns you
need, but don’t overdo it. If stuff
happens, you must safeguard them
while you sort things out.

Besides jurisdictions with
Draconian rules, there’s little issue
driving within the Lower 48. Driv-
ing into Mexico or Canada is dif-
ferent. You must worry about their
rules going in and our rules com-
ing out.

With few firearms restric-
tions in most of the U.S., we tend to
get casual. We forget about the
extra pistol in the glovebox and
loose cartridges rattling around
the console. This can lead to disas-
ter. Issues on the Mexican border
have been headline news, but I
have friends who, through sheer
carelessness, have gotten into big
trouble on the northern border.
Sanitize your vehicle, every nook
and cranny. Stray ammo is as bad
as an undeclared firearm.

Taking a legal firearm and
ammo into Canada is simple. You
need a Non-Resident Firearms Dec-
laration (form 5589) from the




Driving into Mexico is not a big

issue, but bringing firearms requires
paperwork. Mexican outfitters have
responded with increasingly good
“camp guns.” In 2024, Boddington
took this “management” desert mule
deer with Andres Santos’ Christensen
Arms 6.5 PRC, well-scoped and dialed
in. Can’t ask for much more.

Royal Canadian Mounted Police
(RCMP), which doubles as a tem-
porary firearms license while in
Canada. Print it off the internet,
fillit out in advance, and then sign
itin the presence of an RCMP offi-
cer at the border, with a small fee.
You can take most sporting arms
into Canada except handguns or
semiautomatic rifles. Canada also
has arelatively new rule that pro-
hibits extremely powerful car-
tridges. The intent was to exclude
.50 BMG, but the specific rule pro-
hibits a maximum bullet energy
0£ 10,000 joules. This translates to
7365 foot-pounds, excluding the
.460 Weatherby Magnum and a few
other big cartridges.

Mexico is different. Years
ago, we used to get hunting licens-
es and gun permits and drive into
northern Baja for some of the
world’s best quail hunting. Those
days are over. Under Mexico’s cur-
rent system of UMAs (privatized
hunting units), there is no “DIY”
hunting. Hunting licenses can only
be obtained from owners of UMAs
or outfitters.

Competent Mexican outfitters
will assist with temporary gun per-
mits. I’ve done it many times. En-
sure your gun permitis correct and
there is no extra ammo. With a
permit in hand, clearance is
nerve-wracking, but only because
my Spanish is terrible. I’'ve driven
into Tamaulipas, Coahuila, Chihua-
hua, and Sonora. If flying, Her-
mosillo and Loreto are wonderful;
they see lots of gun-toting gringos.

The biggest fly in the oint-
ment is the sheer size of Mexico,
and destinations in the interior see

Like most American hunters, we drive to our “Dos Fuegos” deer camp in
Lampasas County, Texas. That means we can take whatever we want, usually
towing or trailering Jeeps and four-wheelers.

few tourists with firearms. Chang-
ing planes in Mexico City is com-
mon, where you must report to the
police kiosk and clear firearms for
onward flights. Again, I’ve never
had a problem, but it’s a tedious,
time-consuming process.
Recognizing this, reputable
Mexican outfitters have suitable
firearms available. I’'ve taken rifles
and shotguns to Yucatan through
Mexico City. At shortjungle ranges,
it’s not worth it; camp shotguns are
fine. Before Covid, I hunted in
Zacatecas for Central Plateau white-
tail. Outfitter Armando Klein (Sier-
ra Madre Hunting) offered me a
Blaser R8 6.5 Creedmoor. In early

2024, while hunting deer in Sonora,
Andres Santos (Buelna Outfitters)
offered me a Christensen 6.5 PRC.
Both are pretty fancy camp guns,
well-scoped and dialed-in. That’s
Mexico today.

Whether you fly or drive, if
you take a firearm to Canada or
Mexico, there’s one more wicket to
pass. You must get your firearm
home through U.S. Customs. No
different than hunting in the far-
thest corner of the world, you need
U.S. Customs Form 4457, an innoc-
uous piece of paper proving the
firearm was in your possession
when you left the U.S. Don’t over-
look this detail! =
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