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In this Issue

. A veritable wealth of

o= information is an apt
: description of the
\_ winter issue of Fair
b Chase. The past year

has been an

Mark B. Steffen exhilarating blur as the
EDITQH-IN-CHIEF editorial board
Chairman B&C

discussed, debated,
wrestled, argued, and
ultimately and simply
reached out to the brilliant individuals
who collectively constitute the Boone and
Crockett Club. These contributors and
authors are the true leaders—in thought
as well as action. Their interwoven ties
to the hunter-conservation community,
to multiple conservation organizations, to
governmental agencies and ultimately to
each of us as we find our way afield is of
itself an amazing story. They span several
generations and many countries.
Hopefully, within today’s pages you will
find an article that you connect with
right now and another that helps elevate
you to your tomorrow.

We are treated to an in-depth look at
the deer rifle by Wayne C. van Zwoll, PhD,
one of the most gifted and eloquent outdoor
writers of our time (make that, any time).
His breadth of knowledge as to the historical,
physical, and ethical aspects of the hunt
deserve, even command, our respect.

FRONM THE EDITOR

In their article “Predator and Policy
Constraints,” authors Greg Schildwachter,
PhD, a graduate from a B&C doctoral
program, and William F. Porter, PhD, a B&C
Professor, begin to lay the foundation for the
melding of science and policy. Do not miss
the significance of this critical step in
conservation as it is an absolute battleground
that cannot be ignored.

“Disinterested Science” is not what
you might think. This article by Valerius
Geist, PhD, dives into science’s dirty secret.
That being, unless science is unbiased
(performed by a “disinterested” researcher),
the results can and will be tainted, misleading,
and even destructive. This occurs for a
multitude of reasons, none of which are for
the greater good. The hunter-conservation
community has held science in such high
regard for so long. Some even regard it as the
decision maker. It’s not. It is a tool that needs
gentle care and to be closely watched.
Ultimately, science is used by our leaders to
assist in decision-making, guiding wise-use
principles as best as possible. [ sadly suspect
that contrived science will become the tool
of the animal rights activists augmenting and
equal to the courtroom bog, today’s most
favored technique.

Please consider this issue as our gift
to you. Our best effort to entertain, educate,
and elevate the xvell~bei1§_9L both body and

soul. Enjoy! ’
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