Igolqng Dack

16 \’ﬁflous Cdusu.
Df E||m|ndt|0n

The enemies of our wild animals
are numerous and constantly increas-
ing. (1) There is first the general
advance of what we call civilization, the
fencing up of country which principally
cuts off the winter feeding grounds.
This was especially seen in the country
south of the National Park last winter.
(2) The destruction of natural brows-
ing areas by cattle and sheep, and by
fire. (3) The destruction of game by
sportsmen plays a comparatively small
part in the total process of elimination,
yet in some cases it is very reckless, and
especially bad in its example. When [
first rode into the best shooting coun-
try of Colorado in 1901, there was a
veritable cannonading going on, which
reminded me of the accounts of the
hattle of El Caney. The destruction ef-
fected by one party in three days was
tremendous. In riding over the
ground—for [ was not myself shoot-
ing—I was constantly coming across
the carcasses of deer. (4) The summer
and winter killing for food; this is the
principal and in a sense the most nau-
ral and legitimate cause, although it is
largely illegal. In this same area, which
was more or less characteristic and typi-
cal of the other areas, even of the
conditions surrounding the national
reserve in the Big Horn region, the de-
struction was, and is, going on
principally during the winter when the
deer are seeking the winter ranges and
when they are actually shot and carted
away in large numbers for food both for
the ranchmen and for neighboring
towns. Making all allowances for ex-
aggeration, [ believe it to be absolutely
true that these deer were being killed
by the wagonload! The same is true of
the pronghorn antelope in the Laramie
Plains district. The most forceful argu-
ment against this form of destruction is
that it is extremely short-lived and ben-
efits comparatively few people. This
argument is now enforced by law and

by public sentiment in Maine and New
York, whete the wild animals, both deer
and moose, are actually increasing in
number.

Granted, therefore, that we have
both National and State sentiment, and
that National legislation by co-opera-
tion with the States, if properly
understood, would receive popular sup-
port, the carrying out of this legislation
and making it fully effective will be a
difficult matter.

It can be done, and, in my judg-
ment, by two measures. The first is
entirely familiar to you: certain or all
of the forest reserves must be made ani-
mal preserves; the forest rangers must
be made game wardens, or special war-
dens must be appointed. This is not so
difficult , because the necessary machin-
ery is already at hand, and only requires
adaptation to this new purpose. [t can
probably be carried through by patience
and good judgment. Second, the mat-
ter of the preservation of the winter
supply of food and protection of ani-
mals while enjoying this supply is the
most difficult part of the whole prob-
lem, because it involves the acquisition
of land which has already been taken
up by settlers and which is not covered
by the present forest reserve machin-
ery, and which | fear in many instances
will require new legislation.

Animals can change their hab-
its during the summer, and have already
done so; the wapiti, buffalo, and even
the pronghorn have totally changed
their normal ranges to avoid their new
enemy; but in winter they are forced
by the heavy snows and by hunger right
down into the enemy's country.

Thus we not only have the prob-
lem of making game preserves out of our
forest reserves, but we have the addi-
tional problem of enlarging the area of
forest reserves so as to provide for win-
ter feeding. 1f this is not done all the
protection which is afforded during the
summer will be wholly futile. This con-
dition does not prevail in the East, in
Maine and in the Adirondacks, where

the winter and summer ranges are prac-
tically similar. It is, t 1eref0re, a new
condition and a new prablem.

Greater difficulties have been
overcome, however, and | have no
doubt that the members of this Club will
be among the leaders in the movement.
The whole country now applauds the
development and preservation of the
Yellowstone Park, which we owe largely
to the initiative of Phillips, Grinnell,
and Rogers. Grant and La Farge were
pioneers in the New York Zoological
Park movement. We know the work of
Merriam and Wadsworth, and we always
know the sympathies of our honored
founder, member, and guest of this
evening, Theodore Roosevelt.

What the Club can do is to spread
information and thoroughly enlighten
the people, who always act rightly when
they understand.

It must not be put on the min-
utes of the history of America, 2 country
which boasts of its popular education,
that the Sequoia, a race 10,000,000 years
old, sought its last refuge in the United
States, with individual trees older than
the entire history and civilization of
Greece, that an appeal to the Ameri-
can people was unavailing, that the
finest grove was cut up for lumber, fenc-
ing, shingles, and boxes! [t must not
be recorded that races of animals repre-
senting stocks 3,000,000 years of age,
mostly developed on the American con-
tinent, were eliminated in the course of
fifty years for hides and for foed in a
country abounding in sheep and cattle.

The total national investment

in animal preservation will be less [

than the cost of a single battleship.
The end result will be that a hun-
dred years hence our descendants
will be enjoying and blessing us
for the trees and animals, while,

in the other case there will be

no vestige of the battleship, /
because it will be entirely out

of date in the warfare of the
future,

/
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“As a special and perhaps
somewhat novel arguument for
preservation, [ wish to
remind you of the great
antiguity of our game
animals, and the enormotts
period of time which it has
taken nature to produce
them. We must have
legislation, and we must have
it in time.”
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