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A CLOSE ASSOCIATE OF MANY
early Boone and Crockett members,
William T. Hornaday was a pioneer
in the American conservation
movement. His campaign against
excessive game limits and market
hunting created many enemies, but
he was relentless in seeking protec-
tion for the preservation of
America’s wildlife. Indeed, his book,
Extermination of the American Bison
(1887) is credited with helping pre-
serve the bison from extinction.
While Hornaday felt justified in kill-
ing animals for museums and ac-
cepted hunting big game for sport,
he had no use for market hunters.
Born in Indiana in
1854, but raised in lowa
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during his early years,
Hornaday lived at the
edge of the virgin prairie.
He learned taxidermy, on
his own, at an early age.
While a student at lowa
State Agricultural Col-
lege, he was given the job
of preparing specimens for
its museum. He became so
proficient that before he
was 19 years old he was
put in charge of the zoo-
logical section at the Uni-
versity of Rochester. That
led to many trips abroad
to collect specimens for
the University’s collection
and also for sale to other
museums to help under-
write expenses. Two Years
in the Jungle (1885) was his
first book. It described his
adventures as a hunter
and naturalist in India,
Ceylon, the Malay Penin-
sula, and Borneo.

With his reputation
established, Hornaday was

WILLIAM T. HORNADAY
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OF HORNADAY FOUND IN
HIS BOOK “THIRTY YEAR
WAR FOR WILDLIFE”.

14 . Fair Chase Spring 2002

hired as chief taxidermist at the
United States Museum in Washing-
ton, where he became a pioneer in
the presentation of animals in a
background that showed their natu-
ral habitat. From taxidermy he
moved into the mainstream of his
career, the conservation of living
animals in zoos and in the wild. He

was appointed Curator of the De-
partment of Living Animals, which
led to the project for the founding
of the Washington Zoo. He cham-
pioned the idea that animals in cap-
tivity should be allowed to roam in
anatural setting and not be confined
only in cages.

A group of Boone and
Crockett Club members led by
Madison Grant is widely credited
with originating the idea of a zoo-
logical park in New
York City. As presi-
dent of the New
York Zoological So-
ciety, Grant led a
group that had the
political clout and
money to get the
project started. In
1896, William T.
Hornaday was en-
gaged as director of
the project, which
became popularly
known as “the Bronx
Z00.” He held that post for the next
30 years.

As a boy, growing up in New
York City, I made many visits to the
Bronx Zoo. One of the buildings I
loved to visit was the Hall of Heads
and Horns, which contained many
specimens donated by Hornaday,
Madison Grant, and others. The
walls were covered with magnificent
Rungius paintings and the building
contained Dr. Hornaday’s fabulous
library of sporting and natural his-
tory books. Considered “politically
incorrect,” the collection was dis-
mantled many years ago, and the
building converted to other uses. |
think there is a misunderstanding
about Hornaday and his position on
hunting. My copy of his book Thirty
Years War for Wild Life (1931) con-
tains an inscription by him dated
1933, “To ___ conscientious and
successful hunter of big game. With
the compliments of another hunter,
W.T. Hornaday.”

William Temple Hornaday
died in 1937. His obituary noted that
“with voice and pen he waged a mili-
tant battle in defense of the nation’s

wildlife. He had an uncommon fac-
ulty for making enemies of men op-
posed to his ideas and methods, but
the opposition only increased the
vigor of his campaigns. Fearless be-
yond ordinary reckoning, he never
minced words but spoke and wrote
as his judgment dictated. This Boone
and Crockett member and friend of
Theodore Roosevelt gave voice to
ideas only later accepted in the main-
stream conservation movement, and
distinguished him-
self as one of the
brightest and most
outspoken early
comservationists. a




