
Approximately 18
months ago I had a dis-
cussion with Jack Ward
Thomas, Boone and
Crockett Professor at
the University of
Montana, on Chronic
Wasting Disease
(CWD).  Jack’s remarks

to me were, “If we cannot achieve a bio-
logical solution, we will have a political
solution…For example, if CWD was found
in the elk herd at the National Elk Refuge
in Jackson, Wyoming, the political solution
would be a ‘scorched earth policy’ of killing
the entire herd.” 

Given the recent developments on
CWD, Jack’s remarks were certainly
prophetic. 

Chronic Wasting Disease is gaining
national attention and becoming recog-
nized as a wildlife disease crisis.  On May
16th, the House Resources Subcommittees
on Forests and Forest Health and Fisheries
Conservation, Wildlife and Oceans held a
joint oversight hearing on CWD.  The
purpose of the hearing was to probe the
growing threat of CWD, and focused on
ways federal agencies could support state
wildlife managers and other involved state
agencies in preventing further spread of
CWD to non-infected populations.
Additionally, the hearing explored ways in
which the federal government could aid
and support research and development
efforts aimed at containing and, ultimately,
eradicating the disease.  

Boone and Crockett Club
Professional Member, Gary Wolfe, chair of
the Club’s newly created Wildlife Health
Committee was one of 10 witnesses invited
to present testimony at the congressional
hearing.  Gary explained the efforts of the
Club and the CWD Alliance, and offered
specific recommendations for congressional
action.  The following is excerpted from
Gary’s testimony:

First and foremost, successful con-
trol and eradication of CWD in both wild

and captive populations of deer and elk will
depend upon a cooperative approach and a
well-coordinated effort between federal and
state agencies.  We encourage you to rely
heavily on the recommendations of the
state wildlife agencies when considering
federal regulations or congressional legisla-
tion regarding CWD.  Any such actions
should recognize and reinforce the princi-
ple that state wildlife agencies have the pri-
mary responsibility for managing wild
cervid populations.

Secondly, since CWD may be
spread to new areas through commercial
trade in captive cervids, thus placing wild
populations of deer and elk at risk, the
United States Department of Agriculture’s
Animal and Plant Health Inspection
Service should work closely with state
wildlife agencies in the development of reg-
ulations affecting the interstate shipment
of captive cervids.

Third, request that the sponsors of
the upcoming national CWD Symposium
report back to these congressional subcom-
mittees following the conference with spe-
cific recommendations for action. 

Fourth, because efforts to control
CWD are costly and are taking critical lim-
ited resources away from the impacted
states’ other wildlife management pro-
grams, we would like to see significant fed-
eral funding appropriated to support addi-
tional research, assist state wildlife agen-
cies, and develop a national CWD public
awareness campaign. 

Representative Scott McInnis
(CO), Chairman of the Forest and Forest
Health Subcommittee, commented that
Gary’s testimony was “very refreshing” and
complimented the partner organizations on
their positive approach to assisting with the
resolution of the CWD crisis.  

A few days following the hearing,
Representative McInnis, in conjunction
with Representatives Mark Green (WI)
and Paul Ryan (WI), announced the intro-
duction of the Chronic Wasting Disease
Support for States Act, a bill that would
authorize $27 million to combat the spread
of Chronic Wasting Disease. In addition to
the money, McInnis said a hallmark of the
bill is that it would draw clear jurisdiction-
al lines of responsibility for the
Departments of Interior and Agriculture,
which share federal responsibilities for
CWD. ■
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