
William Beach
made four long and
laborious journeys
to the highlands of
Alaska during the
1920s, seeking to
hunt and photo-
graph big game and
to explore a little
known area.  He
observed sheep,

caribou, and bear in a wilderness
teeming with wildlife, but so re-
mote few sportsmen had ever been
willing to endure the hardships
necessary to explore it.  He found
Mount McKinley, most of it cov-
ered in ice and snow, rising to
20,300 feet from a base of 3,000

feet, to be a marvelous and over-
whelming spectacle.

Beach chronicled his explorations
and adventures in his book, In the Shadow
of Mount McKinley, published by the
Derrydale Press in 1931.  His travels on the
north side of the Alaska Range fell partly
within the borders of the great national
park created in 1917 largely through the
efforts of Charles Sheldon (see pages 16-
18), John Burnham, Belmore Browne, and
other Boone and Crockett Club Members.

Beach’s parties traveled by horse and
by boat on rivers in areas so remote even
maps of it were still in the process of be-
ing made. In the foreword to Beach’s book,
John Burnham wrote, “He has crossed the
white, unmapped places, forded wild rivers,
climbed mountains standing on edge and
stood the gaff . . . In Alaska he is probably
the best known sportsman of any.  I can
think of no other outsider who has so large
an acquaintance in our Arctic empire.”

William Beach was an avid pho-
tographer and his book is illustrated with
his photographs, as well as with many paint-
ings by fellow Boone and Crockett Member,
Carl Rungius.  In addition to detailing
the story of his Alaskan adventures, he tells
much about the early history of the area and
the creation of Mount McKinley National
Park.  He hunted throughout North America,
and his book includes a section on his ex-
periences with America’s big-game animals.

William Beach was born in 1873. A
graduate of Yale University, he was a suc-
cessful businessman heading several com-
panies in the cement industry.  He was a
past president of the Camp Fire Club and
an avid collector of wildlife art including
a number of paintings by his close friend,
Carl Rungius.

William Beach passed on to the great
beyond in 1955 after a life highlighted
by his experiences in the shadow of Mount
McKinley. ■
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Clockwise from the top middle:
Evening view of Mount McKinley
from the Clearwater; book cover;
Osborn caribou; the pack train on the
summit of Portage Creek Pass.
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STURM, RUGER and Company, Inc. 
Southport, CT 06490, U.S.A. • www.ruger.com

— Arms Makers for Responsible Citizens  —
All RUGER firearms are designed and manufactured in our own factories in the United States of America.

Free instruction manuals for all Ruger firearms available on request. 
Please specify model for which you require a manual.

Big-game hunting is brutally unforgiving of both hunter and gun. In a pursuit

in which the relationship between the hunter and the hunted could be reversed 

in an instant, the need for a strong, reliable rifle is obvious. Hence, the 

Ruger Magnum Rifle. 

The Ruger Magnum Rifle is based on the thoroughly proven Mauser system. 

Its controlled-feed extractor firmly engages the extraction groove of the cartridge

as the cartridge rises from the magazine well. This positively guides the new round

into the chamber, eliminating “double-feeding,” even under stressful conditions.

This vital feature is offered at extra cost, or not at all, by other manufacturers. 

Bolt lift and cocking are unfailingly smooth and effortless. 

The Magnum Rifle’s floorplate latch, flush with the front of the trigger guard,

prevents accidental release of cartridges, yet permits quick unloading of the 

magazine by simply pressing from the outside of the guard. Blade front and express

rear sights are fitted and Ruger scope rings, which are included, attach directly to

the receiver’s machined mounting surfaces. This is a rifle you will be proud to

own. It is stocked in finely cut-checkered Circassian walnut with a rubber recoil

pad, metal grip cap, and provision for correctly-located sling swivels. 

Available in your choice of .375 H&H or .416 Rigby, the Ruger Magnum Rifle

is dedicated gear for the hunter of dangerous game.
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