A Glimpse into the

By Keith Balfourd
B&C Director of Marketing and
Professional Member

“Soul” is defined as the essence of something; a moral or emotional
sense of identity; intellectual energy or intensity. While most commonly
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The World’s Record Stone’s sheep is considered by

many big game hunting enthusiasts to be North America’s single
greatest trophy. L.S. Chadwick took this unbelievable specimen
while on expedition in British Columbia in 1936. Why is it that one
animal, that now lives only in pictures and in mounted form, is so
celebrated? [s it because his long, spiraling horns are so impressive! [s
it because today, sheep are small
in numbers and few have the op-

related to a human being or an animal, and regarded as immortal, a soul can
also relate to a business or an organization made up of many people.

For the Boone and Crockett Club it can be argued without contest that the soul of
this 120-year old institution is derived from its steadfast work in the perpetuation of
wise-use conservation, especially for wildlife. To many within the North American big
game hunting community, the heart and soul of the Boone and Crockett Club is the
prestige and credibility of its records keeping activities, and what this program means
to the larger arena of conservation.

This year in celebration of what has become “the book” and a spoken language of
score and G-2s among big game enthusiasts the second to last episode of the Club’s
television series Leupold Big Game Profiles pulled a switch. Instead of an episode
dedicated to the historical and biological profile of a native big game species, viewers
were treated to a glimpse into the better-known soul of B&C - a brief historical profile
of big game records keeping in North America.

For those who missed the first airing of this inspiring episode and are waiting for
the release of the Season Il DVD, the following is the narrative script from this episode.
If you speak B&C score and believe in the ideal of “fair chase,” it is well worth the read.

The second airing of this episode can

portunity to hunt them? Perhaps
it is that this particular trophy,
and how and when it was taken,
stands as a testament to the
once untouched and unspoiled
wildernesses of North America.
Or maybe it’s because this one
trophy represents our long fasci-
nation with the biggest and the
best. For some it might be that,
at a Boone and Crockett score
of 196-6/8 points, no other ram

of this species on record has even come close in size.
Regardless of the reasons, hunters have always celebrated such great represen-
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tatives of nature. It is not known exactly when the display and admiration of hunting
trophies began, but we do know of its importance. Man's first art demonstrated a respect
for the largest of a species. In early European cultures, castles were adorned with trophies
that represented a mastery over the land and the quality of the landowner’s holdings,
which included wildlife. Such displays of mounted antlers and pelts served as a constant
reminder of man’s connection with nature and his dominion over our wild creatures — a
dominion that eventually developed into a need for conservation.

History has proven that when man is interested, he cares enough to do what is nec-
essary. History also tells us of a time not so long ago when over harvesting for commercial
markets, habitat loss, diseases, and irresponsible land use had brought many species of



wildlife to near extinction. The grave con-
dition our big game species were in at the
turn of the 20th century had many respon-
sible sportsmen wondering if these great
animals would be lost forever.

Born out of a greater responsibility
to ensure that all wildlife would continue
to benefit man for future generations,
such heroes in conservation as Theodore
Roosevelt, George Bird Grinnell, Aldo
Leopold, and Gifford Pinchot laid the foun-
dation for the most successful conservation
system in the history of mankind. To do so,
these founding members of the Boone and
Crockett Club accomplished many things,
changing how we think about, care for,
and interact with wildlife and the environ-
ment. The Club and its members worked
diligently to establish and gain public sup-
port for the concept of conservation, enact
laws and legislation, set aside lands as sanc-
tuaries for recovering wildlife populations,
and raise funds to support the science of
wildlife management.

While devising a scoring and re-
cords-keeping system for big game animals
may not seem as significant as these accom-
plishments, big game records keeping played
a major role in the recovery of our wildlife
populations and remains to this day a very
important part of our hunting culture.

In 1902, when the

objective was to create a system that would
collect biological, harvest, and location
data. The cornerstone of early game man-
agement philosophy was the belief that a
trophy animal was a mature animal, and
represented a balance in age class to a
given population. Since no such trophy
data existed, it was believed that this
information would be beneficial to game
managers in setting policy and to then
track the success or failure of those poli-
cies. As the science of game management
began to accumulate, this information was
added to Boone and Crockett Club data.
Biologists were now better armed to face
the challenges of bringing our wild game
back to viable populations.

Club members also intended to
create a recording system that would provide
recognition to those sportsmen who were
participating in the conservation movement
by hunting selectively for-mature, male ani-
mals that had already genetically contributed
to a local population. Removing pressure on
the young and the females in a herd was
paramount to recovery. They believed that
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by also recognizing indi-
vidual achievements in
a records book, sportsmen would begin to
see the benefits of conservation and become
more involved.

The Records Committee’s third
objective was to establish a system that
also recognized those sportsmen who held
themselves to a high ethical standard of
fair chase. In the latter half of the 1800s
and early 1900s hunting by any means or
method, during any time of year, for either
sex, and to an unlimited take was deemed
appropriate in most areas. If conservation
was to take effect and if depleted game
populations were going to have a chance at
recovery, there needed to be rules pertain-
ing to harvest, as well as proper conduct in
the field. The need for game laws was easy
to identify. What was more difficult was
convincing sportsmen of that era, who were

accustomed to no restrictions, to accept the
new philosophy of conservation and their
role as conservationists.

The Boone and Crockett Club re-
cords book held sportsmen to this high
ethical standard by only accepting those
trophies taken in fair chase as defined by
the Club. Following the new game laws and
giving game a sporting chance became the
rule, not the exception. This acceptance by
sportsmen to respect the game, the land,
and the privilege to hunt was perhaps the
most significant outcome of the Club’s
records keeping efforts. Through prestige
received from the success and acceptance of
the records book, the Boone and Crockett
Club had the ability to forge a new under-
standing of species biology and the need for
the management of big game species.

This new data collection system took
many years to develop. In the meantime the
Club was busy doing other things to draw
sportsmen and the general public into the
conservation movement. In 1922 the Club
opened its National Collection of Heads
and Horns at the Bronx Zoo in New York
City. The inscription over the entrance to
this trophy exhibit read, “In Memory of the
Vanishing Big Game of the World.” This
single exhibit helped to foster the public’s re-
alization that all wildlife belonged to them

Typical mule deer - 200 poir
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and was in their care. The public outcry
from this exhibit was so great that it reached
the halls of Congress and subsequent legis-
lation aimed at the protection of wildlife
and their habitats was given the attention
it deserved.

With the publishing of the first edi-
tion of Records of North American Big Game
in 1932, the Club set in motion a system
that would continue to elevate our native
big game species to an even higher plane of
public stewardship. A by-product of this book
was an increased interest in trophy hunting.
Talk of bagging the big one became part of
our hunting culture and consequently more
and more sportsmen began paying attention
to what game they took and how much they
really needed — the hunter-conservationist
was born.

The original Boone and Crockett
scoring system was fairly basic, measuring
only skull length, or the longer antler or
horn, plus base circumference. Later, promi-
nent hunters James L. Clark and Grancel Fitz
developed a more elaborate system that was
adopted in 1950. Before the Club introduced
this new system, it was reviewed and approved
by 250 prominent outdoor writers, wildlife bi-
ologists, museum curators, big game hunters,
and others with a special interest in recording
biological and statistical information on big
game animals. It is this copyrighted system
that is the universally recognized scoring
system used in North America today.

By the 1950s, when our conservation
and game management efforts were paying
dividends, it became apparent that some
species were no longer threatened, but other
species and some hunting practices still re-
quired attention. The Boone and Crockett
Club decided to continue with its records
keeping program, but with new purpose.
What was also apparent was how the Club’s
records program could benefit individual
species as well as affect the public’s contin-
ued support of recreational hunting.

When it was reported that the Club
would reject cougar trophies from states
that still classified cougar as vermin under
a bounty system, the result led to cougar
being elevated to the status of a big game
animal. This allowed the cougar both man-
agement and protection such a classification
warranted. This same awareness and rec-
ognition became available to other species
such as the Central Canada barren ground

The article at left reported on the Club’s first competition after
the new scoring system debuted in 1950. ABOVE LEFT: Grancel
Fitz, left, works with other scoring panel members selecting the
award-winning trophies to put on display. ABOVE: By the 1950s,
our conservation and game management efforts were paying
dividends, such as this record-book mule deer taken in Colorado.



caribou found in the north-central Canada.
The declaration of a separate records book
category helped bring attention to caribou
in this region, eventually helping to provide
for increased efforts to preserve and promote
the species in those areas. These territories
in turn received a vital boost to their econo-
mies from the sale of licenses, tags, and a
new interest in these great animals.

In Quebec, when complaints were re-

celebration of the success of our systems
of conservation and game management
allowed the big game hunting community
to gather, recognize outstanding trophies,
share stories and renew our responsibilities
as hunter-conservationists. Although only a
small percentage of the millions of big game
hunters in North America and around the
world were in attendance, such events
remind us all of the greater responsibilities

more and more in urban areas. This means
that with each new generation there is less
personal contact with nature. Those raised
in rural societies usually have a connection
to the land and an understanding of wildlife
and hunting. Those who live in an urban
environment who have not been exposed to
hunting are less tolerant of what they deem
as objectionable hunting practices including
unethical behavior, killing for fun, and wast-

ceived from hunters about the practices =
of some caribou outfitters and guides,
the Boone and Crockett Club contacted
Quebec’s Game and Fish Department. If
questionable hunting practices contin-
ued, the Quebec-Labrador caribou would
no longer be accepted for the records
book. As a result, ethical, fair chase
hunting of caribou in Quebec became
the norm rather than the exception.
Since big game trophies repre-

Talk of bagging the hig one became

part of our hunting culture and
consequently more and more

sportsmen began paying attention to
what game they took and how much

they really needed — the

hunter-conservationist was born.

# ing game. Conversely, hunting is viewed
favorably when it involves hunting for
food, hunting under a science-based
system of conservation and game man-
agement, and hunting conducted under
ethical and fair chase conditions.

Clearly, our modern society
demands hunters do more than simply
obey game laws. Hunters must prac-
tice and display an unquestionable
respect for the animals, the land, and

sented the public’s wildlife, the Club =
began holding Competitions in 1947 dis-
playing such trophies for public viewing,
honoring both the animal and the hunter.
These Competitions were changed to trien-
nial Awards Programs in 1970. This past
June at the Cabela’s store in Fort Worth,
Texas, the Club held its 26" Big Game
Awards Program. Many of the top speci-
mens entered and accepted into the Club’s
records program were invited to be honored,
along with their hunters. This three-day

borne from the need to manage wildlife and
their habitat to the benefit of all mankind,
and that organized hunting under fair chase
conditions still to this day remains the best
hope for all wildlife.

Trophies, trophy hunting, scoring,
and records books mean different things to
different people. Today, fewer people hunt,
yet many have a say in how wildlife is cared
for and managed. As societies evolve there
are fewer people living in rural areas and

= one another. Through the Boone and
Crockett Club's efforts of data collection
and upholding the integrity of this records
data by insisting on the practices of fair
chase, sportsmen have had a touchstone
to guide behavior when it comes to the
appropriate use of wildlife resources.

They may just be names and num-
bers in a book, but to those who value the
profound experience that only hunting
can deliver, big game records mean much,
much more.

Own a Piece of Big Game
Hunting History!

Boone and Crockett Club’s 26th Big Game Awards

The most up-to-date big game records book available
The hunting stories behind 91 of the top trophies
Three new World’s Records
Listing of 4,615 trophies that were entered between 2004-2006
Over 450 B&W and Color photographs

640 Pages — hard cover with dust jacket — $44.95

www.booneandcrockettclub.com
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