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Our second photo essay location is the San Carlos 
Apache Reservation. This famous elk location encompasses nearly 
3,000 square miles in three of the top trophy producing counties 
in Arizona. Graham, Gila, and Pinal counties combined, account 
for 225 accepted entries into the Boone and Crockett Records 
Program, though it isn’t just elk. A search through the records for 
these counties will reveal pronghorn, black bear, cougar, Coues’ 
whitetail deer, mule deer, desert and bighorn sheep, and of course 
American elk trophies. 

With the species present, it is obvious that this reservation covers most every type 
of topography and plant cover type that a hunter could desire from Arizona. With eleva-
tion from 2,000 to nearly 8,000 feet and a transition from Sonoran Desert to alpine forests 
including everything in between, the reservation has excellent habitat for all the previously 
mentioned species and the entries prove their management is top notch. 

While the price of a tag for some of the top elk producing units can be a bit 
astonishing, some of the less known trophies available on the reservation are comparable 
to a similar hunt in many locations in the west for a non-resident hunter. Throw in 
the possibility of birds and javelina and it proves that most any hunter, regardless of 
budget, can consider a hunt on the San Carlos.  

Bradford G. 
McDavid

Bighorn 
Sheep

Taken: 
11/2/2006

Score:    
180-7/8
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Dan J. Agnew
Non-typical American Elk
Taken: 9/7/2001	
Score: 442-3/8
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Hunter: Native American
Owner: D.J. Hollinger & B. Howard
Non-typical Coues’ whitetail
Taken: 1971
Score: 196-2/8
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Hunter: Nathaniel Boni
Owner: Alan C. Ellsworth
Non-typical American Elk
Taken: 12/12/1994
Score: 432-5/8

Richard P. Carlsberg
Desert Sheep

Taken: 5/12/1989
Score: 172-6/8
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James C. Littleton
Typical American Elk

Taken: 11/30/1985
Score: 421-4/8

Bryce D.K. Stark
Black Bear
Taken: 8/19/2006
Score: 21-1/16

Fair Chase Fall 2010 n 73

©
C

A
IT

L
IN

 M
IR

R
A

/S
H

U
T

T
E

R
S

T
O

C
K

.C
O

M


