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FEDERAL COURT RULES AGAINST
ANTI-HUNTERS

A US. District Court ruled
against the Fund for Animals and
other anti-hunting plaintiffs which
sought to ban the use of bait for bear
hunting on U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) and other federal lands,
marking a significant victory for
sportsmen and state jurisdiction
over wildlife.

The suit challenged the USFS
policy of deferring decisions regard-
ing the use of bait and bear hunting
to state wildlife agencies. lt sought
to subject these agency decisions to
a federal Environmental Impact
Statement (EIS) under the National
Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).

U.S. District Judge Thomas
Penfield Jackson handed down his
ruling against the anti-hunters Au-
gust 8. Defendants included the
heads of the U.S. Forest Service,
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service and
the Secretaries of Agriculture and
Interior. The State of Wyoming also
intervened as a defendant.

As part of its Sportsmen's Le-

gal Defense Fund program, the
Wildlife Conservation Fund of
America (WCFA) filed a final mo-
tion and amicus brief in opposition
to the suit early in 1996. The court's
August ruling adopted multiple
points made in the WCFA brief.
The WCFA is the companion or-
ganization for legal defense,
research and education of the Wild-
life Legislative Fund of America.

“Sportsmen are fortunate
that Judge Jackson clearly under-
stands this was another attempt by
the anti-hunters to federalize de-
cisions regarding  wildlife
management in this country,” said
William P. Horn, Washington
Counsel for WCFA/WLFA and
author of the WCFA motion.

In his ruling, Judge Jackson
said, “The plaintiffs' (Fund for Ani-
mals, et al.) long-range objective is
to cause the Forest Service. ..to abol-
ish most if not all hunting on federal
forest lands.”

The Fund for Animals has uti-
lized a similar attack in other states,
most notably in its recent lawsuit to

halt moose hunting in Vermont. [n
that case, the group similarly con-
tends that USFS and Vermont
violated NEPA by using federal
Pittman-Robertson funds for regula-
tion of moose hunting without first
conducting a federal EIS.

The WCFA brief to Judge
Jackson clarified the agenda of the
Fund for Animals and other organi-
zations attempting to ban all
hunting: “The pattern is clear. It has
happened in the past and it is hap-
pening today. When a state takes
action that offends these plaintiffs
on moral or ethical grounds and can-
not directly be assailed, they attempt
to nullify or impede the state deci-
sion through misapplication of
Federal statute. Such attacks have
focused on state actions regarding
deer, moose, ruffed grouse, and
wolves, among others. Should plain-
tiffs prevail, traditional state
authority and decision-making re-
garding all species of fish and game
may become subject to ‘federaliza-
tien’ and usurpation.”

— THE WILDLIFE LEGISLATIVE FUND

DIVISION REMINDS NORTHEAST
COLORADO HUNTERS ABOUT DEER, ELK
SHOWING SIGNS OF WASTING DISEASE

The Division of Wildlife is
again advising hunters in a portion
of northeastern Colorado not to take
or handle any deer or elk that show
signs of chronic wasting disease.

Earlier this year, the Division
told hunters in an area of northeast-
ern Colorado where chronic
wasting disease has been found not
to handle any animal carcass that
shows symptoms of wasting disease
or any other illnesses. Infected ani-
mals are emaciated, drool, act
abnormally and have a vacant

“spaced-out” look. Since 1981,
fewer than 70 deer and elk have
been found with wasting disease, all
in a fairly small area of northeast-
ern Colorado.

Both Division and Health de-
partment officials said no special
precautions are needed for handling
animals that show no signs of
chronic wasting disease. They again
emphasized that there is no evidence
linking chronic wasting disease in
deer with disease in humans.

Division and Health Depart-
ment officials are paying more
attention to chronic wasting disease
because of similarities to bovine

spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
which has been found in British
cattle. European researchers are
studying BSE to determine if it is
linked to a variant of Creutzfeldt-
Jakob disease, an extremely rare but
fatal illness in humans.

Division veterinarian Mike
Miller has been investigating
chronic wasting disease to determine
its exact occurrence in the wild.

“Based on our preliminary in-
vestigation, the prevalence is very
low, probably less than 1 percent of
the deer herd and lower in elk,”
Miller said.

— Cotorapo Division oF WILDLIFE

ROBO-DEER HELPING DNR OFFICERS

PUT THE COLLAR ON ILLEGAL HUNTING

They're called “pavement
poachers,” those crooks who stop
along the highway to take aim at a
deer on someone else's land. These
outlaws have been notoriously hard
to catch, but now natural resources
enforcement officers have enlisted
the help of some four-legged under-

cover agents. These agents are

remote-control decoys, or “robo-
deer,” used by enforcement officers
with the 8.C. Department of Natu-
ral Resources (DNR). Officers have
equipped the decoys’ necks with
motors and gears, and with the use
of radio transmitters, the robotic
bucks can turn their heads and wag
their tails. When viewed from a
distance, robo-deer look very
real indeed.

“Road hunting plagues land-
owners and responsible hunters in
our state, and the DNR is deter-
mined to put an end to it,” writes
Rick Leonardi in the current Sep-
tember-October issue of South
Carolina Wildlife magazine. “Bucky,
the robo-deer, is an important tool
in this effort.”

— SoUTH CAROLINA DEPARTMENT

OF NATURAL RESOURCES




HUNTER EDUCATION HITS HOME

Right now, you could be
completing your Hunter Education
course at home because now it's
available on video tape. The Ken-
tucky Department of Fish and
Wildlife Resources and Kentucky
Educational Television teamed up
to put the classroom portion of the

Kentucky Hunter Education Pro-
gram on video.

All students, after watching
the tapes, are required to attend a
four-hour range section of an exist-
ing traditional course to complete
the ten hours of training. At the
shooting range site, students will
meet with a certified instructor. A

notarized affidavit will be presented
to the instructor. At the range, all
students are required to shoot a gun
or bow safely, participate in instruc-
tor led activities and pass the
written examination to receive the
Hunter Education card and patch.
— KenTucky DePARTMENT OF FisH
AND WILDLIFE

GOVERNOR BAYH OPENS FORT
HARRISON STATE PARK

Indiana’s newest state park features
1,700 acres for vecreation
Govern Evan Bayh dedicated

Fort Harrison State Park in India-
napolis, inviting the public to
celebrate the transition from a semi-
closed military installation to a
public park open for hiking,
picnicking, wildlife viewing and
family recreation.

“Today, Hoosiers are giving a gift
to our children and grandchildren,”
said Governor Bayh. “We took the
unfortunate closing of Fort Harrison
and transformed it into a historic op-
~ portunity to preserve our Hoosier
heritage and our natural resources.”

“...this park -- in the heart of
the state's largest urban area -- can
provide recreational experiences for
people who have never had the
chance to travel to one of our other
state parks. City dwellers will thrill
at the sight of great blue herons in

flight. They will enjoy strolling
through a walnut plantation or wet-
ting a line at a fishing hole,” said
Governor Bayh.

“All these things are available
because the State of Indiana was will-
ing to not only take over stewardship
ofa portion of the closed military base,
but also develop the land for recre-
ational use,” Governor Bayh said.

Fort Harrison was slated for clo-
sure by the federal Base Realignment
and Closure Commission in 1991. A
feasibility study for a new state park
at the fort was completed by the In-
diana Department of Natural
Resources in 1993, Governor Bayh
submitted the new state park plan to
the U.S. Department of the Interior,
which approved the governor's re-
quest in 1994

Much park preparation work
has progressed in 1996, including
construction of a gate house, Dela-
ware Lake picnic area and Cherry
Tree picnic area. Facilities available

to the public include The Harrison
Restaurant and Conference Center,
lodging at the Harrison House and
three Wood Street houses, picnic ar-
eas, hiking trails and fishing on
Delaware Lake and Duck Pond.

In the future, facilities will in-
clude a mnature center, an
environmental education center, a
large picnic shelter, modern
restroom buildings and a saddle barn
and pro shop.

“Many people and organiza-
tions deserve recognition for their
tireless efforts to convert a large por-
tion of Fort Harrison into a state park.
| especially want to call your atten-
tion to Secretary of the Interior Bruce
Babbitt, Secretary of the Army Togo
D. West, Jr., and General Ronald
Brooks for their leadership in mak-
ing it possible to open this
extraordinary facility to the public,”
Governor Bayh said.

— Orrice OF THE GOVERNOR,

INDIANAPOLIS, INDIANA

Now Available..B&C Award's Recognition Plague

({’?3 | Boone and Crockett Club is very pleased to announce the availability of this handsome plaque created especially for
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Order For

ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY

RETURN COMPLETED ORDER FORM & PAYMENT TO:
Boene and Crockett Club, 250 Station Drive, Missoula, MT 59801

trophy owners whose trophies are accepted in B&C’s records archives. Preserve the single-most outstanding achieve-
ment of your hunting career with this beautiful 8x10 inch walnut shadowbox with black velvet lining.

Pick up the phone (0fay and order your B&C Award’s Recognition Plaque for display in your office, home or trophy room
using a MasterCard or Visa. Call 406.542-1888. Or fill out the order form below and return the completed order form
alonv with payment of $39.95 (plus $4.25 S&H) for each plaque ordered to us. Associates do not receive a 20% discount.

ALL ORDERS MUST HAVE COMPLETED ADDRESS SECTION

TYPE OF PAYMENT {(U.S. Dorrars ONLY)

[ CHECK (enclosed)

[ MONEY ORDER (enclosed)

] VISA [ MASTERCARD (fill out section below)
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CREDIT CARD NUMBER

EXPIRATION DATE

SIGNATURE

DATE

NAME (AS YOU WOULD LIKE IT TO APPEAR ON PLAQUE)

MAILING ADDRESS

CITY

STATE
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CATEGORY & SCORE*

ENTRY PERIOD

TELEPHONE

* ATTACH A SEPARATE LIST [F MORE THAN ONE PLAQUE 1S ORDERED; PHOTOCOPIES OF THIS FORM ARE ACCEPTABLE.



