
FAIR CHA SE |  SPRING  201950

CWD - IT’S TIME TO HALT 
ALL TRANSPORTATION OF 
LIVE DEER AND ELK

SITUATIONAL OVERVIEW
The Boone and Crockett Club, the nation’s oldest hunter-conser-

vationist organization, previously released a position statement regard-
ing its concerns with Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD). The Club maintains 
that CWD poses a significant wildlife health problem that will prevent 
many populations of wild deer, elk and other cervids from thriving in the 
long-term. One particular aspect of the disease merits a further statement 
by the Club, which is how to address human-assisted transportation of 
live cervids that is now regarded as the greatest risk for CWD introduction.  

POSITION
The Boone and Crockett Club supports the conclusions and rec-

ommendations of the Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies in Reso-
lution #2018-02-07 and an associated document outlining Best Manage-
ment Practices for Prevention, Surveillance, and Management of 
Chronic Wasting Disease (BMP). The Club joins AFWA in concluding the 
most effective way to prevent CWD introduction and establishment is to 
prohibit all human-assisted live cervid movements. 

The Boone and Crockett Club encourages states to adopt AFWA’s 
Resolution in a manner that is appropriate for their own jurisdictions, 
and to support the Fish and Wildlife Health Committee in developing 
further science-based recommendations regarding the implementation 
of the practices described in the BMP document. 

The Boone and Crockett 
Club announced that it has 
released a new position 
statement on Chronic Wast-
ing Disease (CWD). The po-
sition affirms the best way 
to prevent CWD introduc-
tion and establishment is to 
prohibit all human-assisted 
live cervid movements. 

“The Club has been 
closely involved with ongoing 
research about CWD,” said Dr. 
Josh Millspaugh, Boone and 
Crockett Professor of Wildlife 
Conservation at the Universi-
ty of Montana. “With what we 
know today about how this 
deadly disease is transmitted 

and the potential for introduc-
tion to new areas, we urge 
states to adopt the conclu-
sions, recommendations and 
Best Management Practices 
of the Association of Fish and 
Wildlife Agencies (AFWA).”

Most deer and elk are 
transported for the purpose 
of establishing or re-stocking 
commercial shooting pre-
serves and game farms. State 
wildlife officials also trans-
port live animals to replenish 
areas with reduced popula-
tions or establish new popu-
lations. Sometimes these 
transports are done in coop-
eration with local and 

national conservation or-
ganizations. All transpor-
tation of live cervid move-
ments are covered by AFWA’s 
recommendations. 

CWD is now found in 
25 states, three Canadian 
provinces, Norway, and South 
Korea. CWD is not caused by 
a virus or bacteria that can be 
treated and cured. It is a pro-
tein that is picked up through 
contact with infected animals 
or their surroundings. CWD 
is always fatal. It attacks an 
animal’s nervous system, tak-
ing as long as two years before 
the animal begins to show 
outward signs of the disease. 

Currently there is no vaccine 
or practical way to test live 
animals for the disease.

“Without a practical 
and reliable test to determine 
if live animals have CWD, this 
is an action that should be 
taken,” explained Millspaugh. 
“Unknowingly transporting 
infected animals leads to ac-
celerating the unnatural 
spread of this disease. We 
applaud the several states 
that have already adopted this 
policy and we’re encouraging 
others to do the same.”

BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB POSITION STATEMENT

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE AND THE 
TRANSPORTATION OF LIVE CERVIDS
EFFECTIVE DATE: DECEMBER 7, 2018

Find the links to AFWA’s Resolution #2018-02-07 and 
Best Management Practices for Prevention, Surveillance, 
and Management of Chronic Wasting Disease approved 
September 12, 2018 at www.Boone-Crockett.org.
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Read more about CWD in our four part series in Fair Chase, issues 
Winter 2016 - Fall 2017 and visit www.cwd-info.org. 

BOONE AND CROCKETT CLUB POSITION STATEMENT

CHRONIC WASTING DISEASE
EFFECTIVE  DATE: MARCH 29, 2018   REVISED: APRIL 16, 2018

 POSITION
The Boone and Crockett Club maintains CWD is a significant wildlife health problem. CWD has the potential to prevent 

many populations of wild deer, elk and other cervids from thriving in the long-term. The Club strongly encourages surveillance 
and management programs to find isolated cases of CWD and remove them from the landscape while few deer are infected. 
In situations where the disease is widespread, we believe efforts should focus on containment and control strategies.

The scientific community has solved many of the mysteries about CWD biology and ecology, but the knowledge needed 
to develop effective management and control strategies remains incomplete. How we address diseases among species like 
cervids that have large, continent-wide distributions is challenging, yet vitally important to the long-term sustainability of 
these populations. CWD containment is also complicated by the fact it is found in both captive and wild populations that in-
teract and infect one another. The transportation of captive cervids will continue to pose increasing risks to both wild and 
captive animals in the absence of strict regulations governing such practices. 

States, provinces, and tribal lands that are currently CWD-free should consider all available options to prevent it from 
entering their borders and to detect it if it is present. Another priority should be to obtain more certainty about human expo-
sure risks. Efficacy of various management techniques intended to contain and control the disease should be rigorously 
evaluated and field-tested.    

The Boone and Crockett Club strongly encourages governmental authorities as well as scientists, wildlife management 
specialists, and stakeholders, to collectively foster and develop sustainable approaches and initiatives to prevent, detect, 
monitor, control, and contain CWD. The Club will contribute to research, outreach/education, and legislative efforts to reduce 
infection and transmission rates, fill in knowledge gaps to most effectively manage CWD, stabilize wild cervid populations, 
and protect people through three primary avenues: The Chronic Wasting Disease Alliance, of which the Club is a founding 
member, the Club’s William I. Spencer Conservation Grants Program, and the Club’s network of Boone and Crockett Wildlife 
Conservation Programs located at prestigious universities across the nation. 

BELOW: The Boone and Crockett Club released the first position 
statement in March 2018, officially acknowledging CWD as wildlife 
health problem and identifying management tools and priorities. 


