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Roy Chapman Andrews was
born in 1884 in Beloit, Wisconsin.
Asaboy, he developed an affinity for
the outdoors, and became an avid
sportsman and amarteur taxidermist.
After finishing college in 1906, he
sought a position with the American
Museum of Natural History in New
York. Evidently, Andrews was able
to persuade the Museum to employ
him as an assistant to James L. Clark
(Clark was in charge of a major taxi-
dermy unit of the Museum, even
though he was only 22 years ald at
the time). Andrews would spend his
entire career at the Museum, de-
voted to his job and the scientific
research that would take him on
hunting adventures
around the world.
During his early
years with the Mu-
seum, Andrews was
heavily involved in
whale research, and
participated  with
Clark in creating the
giant whale models
still on exhibit at the
Museum. He studied
whales and marine
mammals over a period
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of several years, spend-
ing much time aboard whaling ships
off Vancouver, Alaska, Japan, and
Korea. Andrews became the
protégé of Henry Fairfield Osborn,
developing a reputation for the

quality of his work and his enthu-
siasm for traveling to remote and
difficult places.

In the years that followed,
Andrews ventured into the unknown
forests of Korea to search for zoologi-
cal specimens, including an unsuc-
cessful month-long hunt for a
man-eating tiger. In 1916, he
mounted an expedition on behalf of
the Museum into Yunnan, southeast-
ern China, and along the Tibetan
border, hunting for many animal
specimens along the way. Andrews
spent time with Harry Caldwell, the
famous hunting missionary. They
hunted, without success, the elusive
“Blue Tiger,” the title of Caldwell’s
highly regarded book. Andrews did
most of his hunting with a 6.5mm
Mannlicher rifle.

During the decade beginning
in 1921, Andrews led several expe-
ditions into the Gobi desert seeking
zoological and fossil specimens for the
Museurn. His efforts received world-
wide atrention with the first discov-
ery of intact dinosaur eggs in the
Flaming Cliffs of the central Asian
plateau. Andrews also uncovered
evidence of the early origins of hu-
man life in the area. One of the keys
to the success of these expeditions
was his great fund-raising skill.
Andrews developed a close associa-
tion with J.P. Morgan, John D.
Rockefeller, and other wealthy indus-

wrialists who provided the financial
underwriting for major portions of
the expedition expenses. In addition,
Andrews lectured and wrote exten-
sively to help support the programs.

In 1934, Andrews was named
Director of the American Museum of
Natural History, a position he occu-
pied until his retirement in 1942. He
was named Honorary Director, and
continued his interest in Museum af-
fairs until his death in 1960. For many
years, he conducted a weekly radio
program on natural history subjects.

Andrews wrote 20 books, the
most prominent of which are listed
here. Throughout the books he de-
tails the many close calls he experi-
enced during the turmeil in Asia.
There were bandits everywhere,
fighting between the Bolsheviks and
the White Russians, and anarchy
caused by the many Chinese war-
lords. Andrews seemed all too often
to be dodging bullets!

Andrews was a Regular Mem-
ber of the Beone and Crockett Club,
as were his close associates, James L.
Clark and Henry Fairfield Osborn.
All three men were giants in their
field, participating in probably the
greatest years of prominence for
the American Museum of Natural
History. 4 a a y




