- TROPHY TALK

The Boone and
Crockett Club’s
Records of North
American Big
Game Committee
was established
in 1949 to
develop the
Club’s universally
recognized
scoring system
that was adopted in 1950. The
committee continues to this day
as the governing body of the
Club’s records-keeping activities
and Awards Programs. As such,
this committee is responsible for
reviewing, revising, and updating
all aspects of the program,
including adjustments to minimum
scores and boundaries, scoring
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NIRECTOR
Big Game!Records

Committee Decisions

significant committee decisions
made at a recent committee
meeting.

Moose Palm Widths

The instructions for measuring moose
palm widths were changed to say, “The
line of measurement should be taken
from the inside edge of the palm to a dip
between bumps or points at the widest
outside edge of the palm. If there are no
bumps or points, the widch measurement
is taken at the widest part of the palm.
Prior to this change, the palm width mea-
surement had to be taken between two
projections that qualified as points. This
is no longer the case.

For example, the projections la-
beled on the Alaska-Yukon moose palm
as X and Y in Photo A do not qualify as
points because they are not an inch long.

indicated by the measuring tape in Photo
B. The width is now taken where the mea-
suring tape is placed in Photo A.

This change is especially signifi-
cant to this trophy because the correct
location of measurement now recognizes
the true width of chis trophy’s palm and
raises its score by 5 inches from 206-3/8
points to 211-3/8 points. At this score, this

Thus, under the old instructions, the
width measurement on this trophy would
have been taken at the narrower location

procedures, entry requirements,
fair chase matters, etc. I am using
this column to report several

trophy gets proper credit for antler mate-
rial grown that it wouldn't have under the
old instructions. Also, at 211-3/8 points,

Pronghorn Basal Circumferences

The records department has been wrestling for some time now with prob-
lems associated with inflated basal circumferences on pronghorn. This/is
caused, either intentionally or unintentionally, when the horn sheaths are

reattached to the horn cores'with albonding substance.
A couple of years ago, the records office did a comparative analy-
sis of basal circumferences (D-1) toithe first quarter circumferences (D-2)
for trophies entered in the records books since 1950, the first year of
trophy recordation (SeeFigure 1.} ltwas determinedthatthese two mea-
surements are most frequently the same, or the basal circumference is slightly less than the
D-2 circumference. At the same time, there actually are substantial numbers of examples in our
records where the basal circumference may be ani eighth or two larger than the first quarter
circumference. This appears to be a natural phenomenon.
Trophies with slightly larger bases than the D-2 measurement are not normallyaconcern
to B&C. What is of concern to B&C are those pronghorn with bases that are inflated with a
bonding substance. We have seen some bases intentionally inflated by well over an inch. The
records committee, therefore, modified the pronghorn score chart by adding al line that asks
Official Measurers if the sheaths were reattached to the cores with'some type of bondingisub-
stance or adhesive at the time of measurement. If the answeris yes, the records office will then
evaluate each entry on a case-by-case basis to determine ifithe horns'have been inflated. If so,
the records office will makeany.necessary adjustmentsitoithe scoreichart.

FIGURE 1

[ At the time of official measurement, were the sheaths reattached to the cores by the use of some type of filler or adhesive? [OYes ONo

, certify that | have measured this trophy on
MMIDDIYYYYY

This guestion has'been added to the pronghorn score chart (see sample above). Until
the updated score charts arelinthe hands of Official Measurers, the use of a bonding/substance
should be noted in the “remarks” box. A supply of the new score charts will be sent to Official
Measurers in early April.
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A trophy now has

the opportunitiy to
receive proper credit
for antler material
grown that it wouldn't
have under the old
instructions.

This change is especially significant
hecause the correct location of
measurement now recognizes the

true width of a trophy’s palm.

ment is the result of the removal from the
records book during 2005 of 38 trophies
involved in an antler poaching, buying,
this trophy now exceeds the Awards book  and selling ring uncovered in the Midwest  [SSs A8
minimum of 210 points. by the US. Fish and Wildlife Service. |famtyyees
This change is actually comparable ~ Twenty-two trophies were entered by one  [ITfinEgs

with instructions for measuring palm  collector/buyer/seller with many listed as » o hoa
length. A number of years ago, the records  hunter unknown or picked up. B etter H" ”ter,
committee ruled that the palm length [}
measurement could begin between bumps  Official Measurer Mailing

or points at the top of the palm because  The records department is in the process W;asﬂ;ﬁr’sGanmEarhas
there are frequently no or very few fully  of updating the score charts with all of the # ing Sound

developed points at the top of the palm.  changes mentioned above, as well as a few | With Hearing ‘Pm?d"mﬁ :
other changes that will streamline infor- for over 13 years!

New Entry Requirememnt mation gathering. A packet of the revised TR R
Trophy entries submitted as “Picked up,” score charts will be sent to all Official WinandencOised |
or of “Unknown” origin have a new entry ~ Measurers in late March and will be re- e
requirement. Included with their entry  quired for all trophies scored after April 1, ampllying wih hoasig

prOectith devices

materials must be a chronological and fac- 2006, While new scoring interpretations
tual narrative about their origin. Itdoesn't  for pronghorn and moose go into effect
need to be long, but it needs to cover all  immediately, the Entry Affidavit change
known pertinent information concerning  will go into affect after the new score

the trophy’s history. This new require- charts are mailed.
=l
ARIZONA WILDLIFE TROPHIES
The 8th edition of Arizona Wildlife Trophies has just been published by the Arizona
Wildlife Trophies Committee and the Arizona Wildlife Federation in cooperation with
the Arizona Game and Fish Department. This edition includes listings of 3,284 trophies
in 13 different categories of North American big game taken in Arizona, including bear,
cougar, jaguar, elk, mule deer, Coues’ whitetail deer, antelope, bison, bighorn sheep,
and desert sheep. Also included is a list of javelina taken by hunters. This edition also
includes a number of articles on a range of subjects, including
Arizona trophy production from 1990-2004; environmental factors
in Arizona affecting antelope horn growth; genetic factors related
to the production of trophy antlers; tributes to Doug Baker and
eight Arizonans who played an integral role in the early days of
Arizona's wildlife conservation efforts; and Arizona's trophy hunt-
ing techniques, to mention only a few. As in the past, hard-cover
editions and field copy editions are available. Copies of the former

Adjustable Fraqu
allows’hunters'fo fur
frequencie '

cost $40 each, while copies of the latter cost $20 each. Shipping
and handling is an additional $4. Send your check or credit card
information to the Arizona Wildlife Federation, 644 N. Country
Club Dr., Ste. E, Mesa, AZ 85201. Checks should be made payable
to Arizona Wildlife Federation.

Thereare many stata, provineial, andiprivate organizations publishingllocal records books thatuse Booneand! |
Grockett Clubls copyrightediscoring system withi permissioniofithe (Club: Since there is no single reference
source forthese books; and becausethere are many huntars who collactthem, we will review them asitime and
space parmit. Only thoselbooks that useithe Boone and|Glub's copyrightad scoringisystem and terminology
will'lbe considered for review.: Pleaseinote that the Boona and Grockett Club cannotivolich for the agouracy of
theldataoontained in these|\books, Some of the'books mayinclude trophiesithat werainot soored!by certifind
Boone'and Crockett Club Official Measurars. Ifitherelis a question/aboutthe status of a trophy listed/in any.of
theselbooks; the Boone and Crockett Clubs records books/archives araithe finallireference source to settie any
and allidiscrepancies.
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