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Boone and Crockett
Club is very excited
to announce that it recently

released a limited edition of the Club’s
long-forgotten, very first official scoring
manual titled, Big Game Measurements,
which was published in 1906. This
book is a must-have for B&C book
collectors and those especially interested
in the history of the Club’s records-
keeping activities.

Little is known about the Club's early
records-keeping efforts and even less about
publication of Big Game Measurements. It is
known that the Club’s interest in big-game
records keeping goes back to its very roots
and its founding fathers Theodore Roosevelt,
George Bird Grinnell, and Archibald Rogers.
In 1895, these three members served as big
game judges for the first-ever Sportsman’s
Exposition held at Madison Square Garden
in New York City. In 1902, the Club’s Execu-
tive Committee assigned Roosevelt, Rogers,
and Caspar Whitney to a special subcom-
mittee with a goal of creating a standard
scoring procedure for native North American
big game.

For decades, it was believed that the
next significant event in the Club'’s records-
keeping activities was publication of the
Club’s first records book, Records of North
American Big Game, in 1932. However, the
recent discovery of an extremely rare copy
of Big Game Measurements has rewritten that
history. It was edited by B&C Club member
James H. Kidder and published in 1906 by
Grinnell’s Forest and Stream Publishing
Company. It was the culmination of the work
performed by Roosevelt’s subcommittee.

For Boone and Crockett Club book
collectors—and there are many—Big Game
Measurements really is the “Holy Grail.”
Only two copies of the original edition of
this extremely rare B&C publication are
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known to exist. The first one, with a much
deteriorated cover, sold on eBay in 2005 to
aprivate individual. The second copy, which
is in very good condition considering the
age and the leather binding, was purchased
by B&C in 2008 for the Club’s library from
a private individual. It is believed that less
than 100 copies were printed in 1906 and
sold to Club members.

The scoring system detailed in Big
Game Measurements was very different from
the Club’s current scoring system adopted
in 1950. For example, no skull measurements
were taken of bears. Instead, eleven different
physical body measurements, such as stand-
ing height at the shoulders and gross weight,
were recorded. Measurements recorded for
sheep included only the length of horn,
circumference of base, and the tip-to-tip
spread. These are the actual measurements
that were included in the first edition of
Records of North American Big Game in 1932.

Club members became involved in
records-keeping at the beginning of the 20th
Century because they pessimistically be-
lieved that most native North American big
game species were in danger of extinction.
Among their goals was the need to make
people aware of the plight of big game and
to preserve viable statistical data so that
future generations would know the sizes these
animals attained should they go extinct.

At the time of this writing, only 81
copies of the 150 printed in this special
limited and numbered edition of Big Game
Measurements are left. So, don’t miss this
rare opportunity to order your copy of this
still extremely rare Boone and Crockett
Club publication by immediately calling
888-840-4868, toll free. The cost is $200
per copy plus shipping and handling. Limited
to 150 copies, this special limited edition is
sure to become a collector’s item and sell
out fast. ®

RIGHT TOP TO BOTTOM: One of two known original copies of Big Game

Measurements. 1 Inside page illustrating the original physical measurements
for bears. ® This ad for Big Game Measurements ran in Forest and Stream
on August 16, 1910 B The new publication is smythe sewn and bound in
black cow leather with three-loop closure
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BODY MEASUREMENTS.

Standing height ot shoubder betwoon stakes.

Longth from nose to ond of verfebew fn o straight Tine
hetwoen stakes,

Girth of body just bark of shoulders.

irth of henad just bofore curs,

Girth of meck just back of care.

Girth of upper arm.

Girth of fare arm,

From buse af ear fo owler corter of cye.

From inner corner of oye to ond of mose

Gross weight.

OF all (e body monsarements, the most importast is te
stumding beight at the shoulders,

As a large animals lies doad, ¢ it e apoa it sice, amd
plaee it ne much as possibie in o Hfe-like position, The fore
lezr st fhien b held pevpendicstacly to the axis of the boey,

Standard Big Game Measurements

Every man wants to compare his trophy with those of other big-game |
hunters. But comparisons are useless unless there is a fixed standard,

The game book of the Boane and Crockett Club, the foremost organi-
zation of hunters of American big game, supplies this. Compiled by J. H.
Kidder, it provides directions for standard measurements of the large game
animals of America, witk: spaces carefully arranged for complete data re-
garding the kill, locality, time, conditions, ete.

It is handsomely and durably bound, pocket size. It is an invaluable
record for every man who goes into the wild for sport with the rifle, a
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