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Not only would this
action undermine hard
won conservation

Promises are easy to
make and difficult to keep. We
have just gone through an elec-
tion year in which many were
made, and the future scorecard
will be of interest to resource
managers. Vigilance and involve-
ment in tracking programs will be
necessary if wildlife are to con-
tinue prospering.  Recent
announcements by the Adminis-
tration and long-term inaction by
Congress threaten wildlife and
make wildlifers nervous—how
will we respond!

The Conservarion Reserve
Program (CRP), the most success-
ful and popular private land
conservation program ever, is be-
ing reimplemented under the
1996 Farm Act. Wildlife profes-
sionals across America are
devoting more
time than ever
because of the
dramatic poten-
tial to enhance
wildlife, fish, and
other resources.
In only 11 years
previously, CRP

Incentive programs...
hut it would establish
the undesirable

has measurably
reversed long-
term population
declines of
gamebirds,

precedent that
conservation on
private land is less
Important than on
public land.
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ground-nesting
songbirds, and
other wildlife.
Ducks have re-
bounded in
record fashion,
and the outlook
is excellent for
continuing these
benefits.
Incompre-
hensibly, 10 days
after an historic
meeting between wildlife organi-
zations (including Boone &
Crockett) and Vice President Al
Gore and other Administration
officials, the White House an-
nounced that it plans to divert

$100 million from CRP to pay for
the buy-out of the New World
Mine near Yellowstone Park. This
came after both private and pub-
lic statements from the highest
levels in the Administration
praising the partnership with con-
servationists that has led to the
CRP program and “the strongest
conservation Farm Bill ever.”

At the 62Znd North
American Wildlife and Nartural
Resources Conference, speaking
for the Administration, Secretary
of Agriculture Dan Glickman an-
nounced the intent to divert funds
from CRP. Opposition has been
widespread and bipartisan. Orga-
nizations ranging from wildlife
management groups to environ-
mentalists are uniting in
opposition.

On its face, this controversy
is an attempt by the Administra-
tion to divert much needed
private land conservation funds
from CRP to solve a public land
and public policy dilemma regard-
ing the New World Mine itself.
Not only would this action under-
mine hard won conservation
incentive programs of the 1996
Farm Act, but it would establish
the undesirable precedent that
conservation on private land is
less important than on public
land. Asimportant as public land
issues are, 70 percent of the
nation's land is privately owned.
The future of many wildlife spe-
cies, and much of our hunting lies
with the private landowner.

This  Administration's
record on CRP from the past is
not clean. Emergency haying and
grazing declarations have been
made in every year since CRP be-
gan, but in 1996, the Clinton
Administration outdid itself. In
response to serious drought in the
Southwest, the Administration
inappropriately opened all of the
CRP acreage nationwide, to emer-
gency haying and grazing. The
result was a disaster for wildlife

that is being paid for this spring
across the prairies from Montana
to Minnesota. That action re-
moved vegetative cover from
CRP that would have provided
nesting cover for pheasant,
grouse, partridge, and songbird
populations to recover from this
year's extremely hard winter.
Pheasant losses in some places
have been as high as 90 percent,
but they will find no residual
cover on much of CRP because of
this action.

The deeper problem with
the New World Mine is the 1872
Mining Law, which allows pri-
vate corporations to pay your
government almost nothing for
the right to mine the public’s
mineral resources, but also to get
title to the public land from
which the minerals are extracted,
by paying as little as $2.50 per
acre. Stories are rampant
throughout the West of corpora-
tions buying land, mining the
minerals, and selling the land at
huge profits to developers. There
are hundreds of patented mining
claims like this awaiting action,
but little prospect of a rational
change in this antiquated law.

Let’s be clear about what is
going on here. While many
cheered the President’s announce-
ment last year that the New
World Mine would not be allowed
at the edge of Yellowstone Na-
tional Park, what is happening is
no bargain. A Canadian-owned
company, Crown Butte Mines,
Inc., has legal claim to national
forest land near the park. The
claim reportedly contains $600
million worth of gold, silver and
copper. For not digging up the
public’s land and the public’s min-
erals transferred to it under the
1872 Mining Law, the Clinton
Administration is prepared to di-
vert $100 million from CRP to
pay off Crown Butte Mines. The
sportsmen of America are being
taken to the cleaners again by



unkept promises on CRP. Maybe
that is what it will take to galva-
nize action. Perhaps wildlife have
to lose directly more than the di-
rect impacts of one mine. Perhaps
losing big time will spread the
pain around and get our attention.

The logical place to find
money to solve problems like this,
given that the Congress is likely
to leave the problem in place and
let it recur, is the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. Established
in 1964 as a promise to the Ameri-
can people to protect our heritage
of wild places, it is a promise
largely unkept. Royalty receipts
from offshore oil and gas extrac-
tion, are supposed to be deposited
in a fund each year totaling over
$900 million, to be used to pro-
vide a secure heritage of lands for
outdoor recreation for America.
Congress has been reluctant to
appropriate the full amount from
the fund for its intended use. In-
stead, in recent years, all but $100
million or so has been diverted to
the black hole of deficit reduc-
tion. What sense does it make to
take royalties from extraction of
a non-renewable resource owned
by all the people, and not provide
a tangible benefit in response’
Those monies and the promise
made by the Congress to the
American people, should be kept
through use of the Land and Wa-
ter Conservation Fund as it has
been intended.

Two movements have begun
on behalf of the Land and Warer
Conservation Fund that bear
watching. A group called Ameri-
cans for our Heritage and
Recreation met in early February
this year, and more than 100 or-
ganizations commitred to what is
likely to be a long-term effort to
reinvigorate the Land and Water
Conservation Fund. This is a se-
rious intent by committed people
representing recreation interests
from the inner cities to the wild
lands of America. It can be an

effort that is unifying across the
broad spectrum of conservation
interests. A second effort to ad-
dress the Land and Water
Conservation Fund and the rec-
reational needs of Americans is
being discussed by staff working
for Senator Frank Murkowski
(AK), a Boone and Crockett Club
member. Senator Murkowski's
staff have mer wich an array of
conservation organizations and
indicated the likelihood of work-
shops to develop potential
legislation to try to meet the
needs for outdoor recreation.

Finally, there is a ground
swell of interest in what is being
called the Public Lands Funding
Initiative. The federal invest-
ment through the budget for
natural resources has been re-
duced almost by half since 1980.
This is reflected in huge backlogs
of hundreds of millions of dollars
needed to maintain and operate
the National Wildlife Refuge Sys-
tem and National Parks. Each
year wildlife and other groups
fight for small pieces of a shrink-
ing pie once the money gets to the
Apptopriations Subcommittees
that fund land management agen-
cies. This initiative is an attempt
to increase the initial allocation
from the Budget Committee to
the 602(h) account for the Inte-
rior and Related Agencies budget.
This would allow greater funding
to be available for distribution to
the public land agencies which
affect wildlife programs the most.

The proposed raid on CRP,
the long-term failure to meet the
promise by the Congress to the
American people of the Land and
Water Conservation Fund, and
continuing problems with funding
for the natural resource agencies
that manage our public wildlife
resources and habitats are threats
to wildlife and future hunting op-
portunity. Conservationists must
work to assure that these unkept
promises are rectified.
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Records of North American Sheep,
Rocky Mountain Goats and
Pronghorn, Ist Edition

History is made with the release of the first Boone and
Crockett Club records book featuring all 3,941 accepted wild
sheep, Rocky Mountain goats and pronghorn trophies. Enjoy
more than 150 trophy, field and historical photographs.

This book contains more than 3,900 listings for:
s Bighorn sheep

4 Desert bighorn

1 Stone’s sheep

1 Dall’'s sheep

4 Rocky Mountain goat

4 Pronghorn

Records of North American Elk and
Mule Deer, 2nd Edition

Fully updated and expanded, this new 360-page edition of
Boone and Crockett Club's ellc and mule deer records book
features more than 150 trophy, field and historical photo-
graphs of the finest elk and mule deer trophies ever recorded.

This book contains more than 2,500 listings for:
1 American elk

4 Roosevelt's elk

4 Mule deer

4 Golumbia blacktail

 Sitka blacktail

These books are available in hardcover at a regular
price of $24.95 and $19.95 for Associates. They are
also available in a softcover version at a regular price of
$18.95 and $15.15 for Associates.

To order use the order form located in the center of
this issue or call 406.542-1888 to order by credit card.



