THE PRESIDENT’'S CORNER

Uniting Runter-Conservationists Through the National Wildlite Conservation Partners Summit

Daniel A. Pedrotij

President
Noone and Crockett Club

| was doing some research
in order to be prepared for this
summer'’s Wildlife Conservation Part-
ners Summit and came across an es-
say ritled “Brief History of the Boone
and Crockett Club” in the book Hunt-
ing at High Altitude, edited by George
Bird Grinnell in 1913. The perspec-
tives of the Club, at that time only 26
vears old, are not that much different
from what we have today, now that
the Club is 113 years old.

To give you a sense of the
achievements and frustrations of the
founders of the conservation move-
ment in America, | quote a number
of paragraphs directly from this essay:

In December, 1887, Hon.
Theodore Roosevelt, then member of
the New Yorl: Assembly, at a dinner at
his residence in New York City, pro-
posed the formation of a club of Ameri-
can hunting riflemen, to be called the
Boone and Crockert Club. The sug-
gestion was warmly welcomed by those
present, among whom were E.P.
Rogers, Archibald Rogers, J. Coleman
Drayton, Thomas Paton, Col. J.E.
Jones, Elliott Roosevelt, ]. West
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same objects, so that now, for many
years, the Boone and Crockett Chub has
had one hundred regular members —its
limit-and from twenty-five to forty as-
sociate members [Now called profes-
sional members]. Among the latter are
a number of men who have performed
notable sevvices in behalf of the objects
to which the Club is devoted.

These objects were announced
as being:

(1) To promote manly sport with
the rifle. (2) To promote travel and ex-
ploration in the wild and unknown, or
but partially known, portions of the
country. (3) To work for the preserva-
tion of the large game of this country,
and so far as possible to further legisla-
tion for that purpose, and to assist in
enforcing the existing laws. (4) To pro-
mote inguiry into and to record obser-
vations on the habits and natural history
of the various wild animals. (5) To
bring about among the members inter-
change of opinion and ideas on hunt-
ing, travel and explovation; on the
various kinds of hunting rifles; on the
haunts of game animals, etc.

Such were the purposes of the
Chub when it was
formed, and for a
number of years

a rtne IS eachreceived its fair
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Gradually, how-

Roosevelt, Rutherford Stuyvesant, and
George Bird Grinnell. A constitution
was formulated, and in January, 1888,
the Club was organized with the fol-
lowing officers and members:

President, Theodore Roosevelt;
Secretary, Archibald Rogers. Mem-
bers: Albert Bierstadt, Heber R.
Bishop, Benjamin F. Bristow, J.
Coleman Drayton, D.G. Elliott,
George Bird Grinnell, Arnold Hague,
James E. Jones, Clarence King, Wmn.
H. Merrill, Jr., Thomas Paton, John
J. Piervepont, W. Hallet Phillips, E.
P. Rogers, Elliott Roosevelt, J.E.
Roosevelt, ].W. Roosevelt, Rutherford
Stuyvesant, W.A. Wadsworth,
Bronson Rumsey, Lawrence Rumsey
and W.D. Pickett.

As time went on, these men added
to their numbers others interested in the

ever, the settlement
of the country and the sweep of popula-
tion to the westward made it morve and
mare difficudt to carry out the two first-
named, while the same causes mami-
fied the importamce of the thivd and
fourth of these objects. Great changes
kave taken place in portions of the
United States, where at the date of the
formation of the Club wild game was
forund in abundance, and aver much of
the western country the advancing tide
of settlement has swept out of existence
all the game. The Boone and Crockett
Club, organized as an association of
hunting riflemen, to promote manly
sport with the +ifle, and to mvestigate
the wild and unknown portions of the
country, can no longer do either of these
things within the limits of the United
States. Little hunting oips may be made,
and occasionally a head or two of game

Filled, but the old wild frontier of the lim-
itless praivie and of the steep and rugged
unfnoun mowuntains is gone forever.

In the years that have elapsed
since its organization, the Boone and
Crackett Club has accomplished «
number of things which entitle it to the
lasting gratitude of the American
people. Through the efforts of its mem-
bers have been carvied on a number of
successful battles for good things, whose
importance the Clb saw far in advance
of the public apinion of the time, and
awhich in recent years has come ta he
generally appreciated, although not as
yet whelly understoad.

Among the achievements
claimed by Grinnell (in his words
muostly) for the Club at that time are:
1) The carrying on, to the successful

end, the fight for the preservation
of Yellowstone National Park.

2) The Forest Reserve System (Na-
tional Forests) covering lands ag-
gregating 100 million acres is due
in large measure to the efforts of
the Boone and Crockett Club.

3) The Club founded the New York
Zoological Seciety.

4) Succeeded in having a bill passed
by the New York Legislature, which
prohibited the hunting of deer with
dogs in the Adirondacks and the
killing of deer in the water.

5) In 1902 the Club secured the
passage of a bill to protect
Alaska game.

6) The idea of game refuges-sanctu-
aries originated with the Club.

7) The Boone and Crockett Club
caused the bill to create Glacier
National Park to be passed by
Congress.

8) Great parks and immense reser-
vations were set aside in Canada
at the insistence of a Member of
the Club.

Despite these great accom-
plishments Grinnell was frustrated
by the belief that the Club could not
live up to its first two objectives, to
promate manly sport with the rifle
and to promote travel and explora-
tion in the wild and unknown por-
tions of the country.

Now, at the beginning of the
new millennium, it is both informa-
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tive and challenging to look back and
ahead. Our founders were adaptive;
as conditions changed the Club was
“quick on its feet” and adjusted its pri-
orities to meet immediate challenges.
The greatest was decimation of game
animals and habirat, and the Club was
remarkably successful in finding effec-
tive solutions. As we look forward
today, 87 years since Grinnell's essay,
the challenges are equally great. Some
are unchanged — promoting and pro-
tecting hunting, while many are new
— deteriorating quality of habitat, un-
coordinated and conflicting federal
land laws, regulations, and policies,
erading scope of state wildlife man-
agement, declining hunter participa-
tion, and increasing importance of
private land for wildlife.

As our founders did in their
time, we are now joining with our
partners — hunterfconservationists —
to address current wildlife conserva-
tion problems. We are uniting
through the National Wildlife Con-
servation Partners Summit, ro pool
our collective strength and address
present and future wildlife conserva-
tion challenges. [ take great courage
and confidence from the success of
our founders. That success is a hea-
con for all of us today, to expect and
accept no less of ourselves. The Na-
tional Wildlife Conservation Part-
ners Summit is a renewed efforr of
the Club to resume its national wild-
life conservation leadership role. 1t's
an effort [ know our founders would
applaud. Tt feels good. 4 a a

LIFETIMIE ASSOCIATES

1. Gearge P. Mann — Dpelika, AL

2. James J, Shinnars — Saginaw, MI

3. Leanard H. Wurman — Wausau, Wi

4. Jelf VanHyning — Portland, OR

5. Gary C. Grant — Sachse, TX

B. Gearge E. Mann — Opelika, AL

7. C. Martin Wood Il — Monticells, FL

8. Jan A. Walgren — Birmingham, MI

9. Stephen C. Walker — Santa Barbara, CA
10. Ben Ceaven — Northumberland, PA

11. Hanspeter Giger — Charlotte, NC

12. Remo Pizzagalli — Charlatte, VT

13. Alan Hamberlin — Phoenix, AZ

14. Gary E. Hansen — Denver, CO

15. Roaald D. Kelsa — Hamilton, MT

18. Staphen Suchownlec — Belmant, MI
17.0.J. Kuchta — Jameshurg, HJ

18. Paul T. Entrekin — Pensacala, FL

19. Richard H. Manly — Augusta, GA

20. Daniel E. Crook — Shreveport, LA

21. Kenneth G. McNeil — Grosse Pointe Farms, MI
22. Lonnie Ritchey — Mareno Valley, CA
23. Morgan 0. Silvers — Anniston, AL

24. James G. Braoks Jr. M.D. — Dallas, TX
25. 8. David Leidesdarf — Jackson, WY
26. Carl L. Absher — Duarryville, PA

21. Embry C. Rucker, Jr. — Prospect, KY
28. Peeler G. Lacey — Laurel, MS

20. Mark W. Streissguth — Snoqualmie, WA
30. Jobin L. Hendrix — Anchorage, AK
31.Vemon D. Holleman — Temple, TX

32. Wayne Sheets — Wheaton, MD

33. David W. Shafier — Vandergriit, PA

34. Jay T. Gunter — Hawthorne, HV

35. M. Eric Johanson — Camaritlo, CA

36. Frederick G. Smith — Lutherville, MD
37 M.LC. Harrls — Antioch, TN

30. John B. Reynolds M.0. ~ Bainbridge, GA
39. Terry Filas — Northville, Mi

40. George W. Windolph — Muncy Valley, PA
41. Richard M. Kerri — Livermare, CA

42 Billy Kurtz — Baytawn, TX

43.E. Kent Wong — Eielson AFB, AK

44, Gary L. Nohile — Camvallis, OR

45, Tom Pawlacyk — Neenah, Wi

46. James R. Adams, Jr. — Fort Warth, TX
47.C. Richard Stasney M.D. — Houstan, TX
48. Matt Conlee — San Antonio, TX

48, Bruce Willyard — Eantingtan, ND

50, Robert J. Seeds — Fairview, NM

51. Michael E. Mathews — West Springfield, MA
52, Ren B. Benrett — Morris, IL

53, Ron McMillen — Ames, 1A

b4, Stephen H. Pauli — FPO, AP

55. Danyl E. Barker — Siletz, OR

56. Robert P. 0‘Connor — O1d Forge, NY
57. Glenn Napierskie — San Diego, CA

50. Robert Nichols — Dallas, TX

59, J.A. Tyburczy — Etka, NV

B0. Gregory S. Williamson — Fert Warth, TX
B1. Andy Amerson — Cavelo, CA

62. Jimmy John Liautaud — Chicaga, IL

B3. Sam T. Scaling, M.D. — Casper, WY

B4. Mark B. Steffen — Hutchinsan, KS

B5. Franklin E. Philtips — Battle Creek, M
BE. Lea R. Andessan, Sr. — Minneapalis, MN
B7. Ken E. Davis — Asotin, WA

G8. Doug Bhert, Sr. — Scottsdale, AZ

B9. Thomas E. Day — Repuhblican City, NE
70. Rabert A. Berggren — Forest Lake, MN
1. Jean Eveland Berggren — Forest Lake, MN
12. Dale J. Hislop — Calgary, AB

13. Thomas E. Slagie — Pineland, FL

74. Ronald L. Cowper — Phoenix, AZ

15. Sewand P. Mallen — Ligonier, PA

76. R. Douglas Yajka M.D.— Glenwood Springs, CO
T1. Milton Scheltz, Jr. — Glen Rose, TX

18, Ralph W. Laubscher — Titusville, PA
79. Stephen B. Jeffries — Bostan, MA

B0, Albert D. Seena, Jr. — Clayton, CA

B1. Richard P. Phillips — W. Weber, UT

B2. Pete Widener, Jr. — Sheridan, WY

B3. Harold K. Han, Jr. — Honolulu, HI

B4. Steve 1. Peters — Missoula, MT

B5. Frank Bucing — Newtan, HJ

B6. Steven D. Kellesvig — ML Horel, Wi
B7. Carl H. Spaath — Zion, IL

B8. Michael D. Searle — Chicaga, IL

BY. David A. Miller — Tucson, AZ

A0. Phil Barnes — Hamburg, AR

91.Tim Nice — Gates Mills, OH

12. Jerald E. Mason — Brigham, UT

93. Rabert M. Aaderson — Casper, WY

94. Dan E. McBride — Burnet, TX

96. Guinn D. Crousen — Dallas, TX

96. Theodore W. Mellotte, Jr. — Yakima, WA
97. James E. Walden — Bloomington, MR
98. Dyrk T. Eddie — Kalispell, MT

88. Jurgen Schulz — Tomslake, BC

100. Tommy Don Moody — Gainesville, TX
101. Mitchell A. Thorsan — Santa Rosa, CA
102. Dennis G. Hickman — Emienton, PA
103. Elizabath Norton — Lacrosse, Wi

104. Larry J. Reynolds — Arlington, TX
105. W. Don Byars — Carlshad, NM

108. Wehster A. Madison — Roundup, MT
107. Casey W. Bishop — Littletan, CO

108. Phillip H - Wehb, Jr. — Enterprise, AL

BENEFITS
Subscription to Fair Chase
Long-sleeve shooting shirt
Duck-cloth hat

 Lifetime Associates Plague
20% discount on merchandise
Significant Tax deduction
Invitations to special avents.

For more information contact
our headguarters toll-free at
(B88) B40-HUNT.

We offer the following plans:

1) one payment, check or credit
card, for $1,000;

2) four quarterly charges to
your credit card of $250; or

3) twelve monthly charges to
your credit card of $83.34.

SEE ORDER FORM IN THE
CENTER OF THIS ISSUE
FOR MORE DETAILS.

109. B.R. Tipton, [, MO — Myilz Beach, SC
110. Richard A. Reinbart — Albuquerque, NM
111. Roger R. Ebnet — Avon, MN

112. John F. Abel — Rio Vista, CA

113. Patrick T. Stanosheck — Cheyenna, WY
114, Frank L. Fackovec ~ Southampton, NY
115. Ray A. Murski — Meridian, TX

116. Peter J. Pizzagalli — Charlotte, VT

117. Dan Boone — Lubbock, TX

118. William Lewis — Beyan, TX

118. Walter B. Rusak — Blairstown, NJ

120. Michael G. Faraham — Bloomington, MN
121. Larey W. Goehring — New Brightan, PA
122. Do E. Perrien — Hollister, CA

123. Roger B. Danahee — Lebanon, NH

124. Thomas M. Baker — Bowling Green, KY
126. Dean W. Palmer — Cogan Station, PA
126, Sam §. Jaksick, Jr. — Reno, NV
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FAIR CHASE
BACK ISSUES AVAILABLE

To place your order for bacl issues of Fair Chase
call (888) 840-HUNT to order by credit card or

IWINTER 95,

send a check or money order and indicate
which issues you would like, to:

Boone and Crockett Club
250 Station Drive A Missoula, MT 59801
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