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Hunts
oues’ [ Jeer

with Pusch Ridge
Outfitters and Craig Boddington in Mexico

By James D. Jarod
B&C Associate

Successful Coues’ deer hunters and
Grand Slammers, Boddington and the
author, at camp in Mexico.

OPPOSITE: The author with Boddington
and his buck; and the author with his
Grand Prize Coues’ deer.
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On February 6, 2003, I received a call from Keith

Balfourd of the Boone and Crockett Club informing me I had won
the grand prize in their membership drive contest (a contest [ had
completely forgotten about!). The grand prize was a Coues’
deer hunt in Mexico with Kirk Kelso of Pusch Ridge Outfitters.
And as if that was not enough, I would also receive $400 in
cash and a 7mm Remington Ultra Mag from Remington’s custom
gun shop complete with a 4.5x14
Leupold Vari-X 111 scope and
mounts. Once [ got over the
shock of winning this incredi-
ble package, Keith told me there
would be another hunter with
me — the noted outdoor
author/hunter and frequent con-
tributor to Fair Chase, Craig
Boddington.

From Reno, I flew to Hermosillo,
Mexico, on November 29th, where Kirk
and some of his crew met me at customs.
We spent the night in Hermosillo. Craig,
who was still trying to get back from
Tajikistan where he had been hunting Marco
Polo sheep, was going to have to meet us
later. The next morning we loaded up our
gear and headed to the ranch where we
would be staying during our hunt. The ranch house had all the comforts of home, in-
cluding a hot shower, electricity, and comfortable beds.

The desert mountains in the area reminded me a great deal of the mountains
in Nevada where [ have hunted desert sheep and bighorn. Over the next two days
we saw 20 or more bucks a day. On the third day of the hunt, after seeing a couple of
dozen bucks, Martin, my guide, and I spotted three that interested us about 1,000 yards
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