PRESIDENT'S NMIESSAGE

As we move swiftly
through 2004, 1
want to discuss
choices, and how
the choices we make
today regarding the
direction of the
Club will reverber-
ate for years to
come. We are bombarded each day
with a dizzying array of choices.
This year, national and internation-
al political issues have exploded to
be followed in November by na-
tional elections.

As you might have read recently in
Fair Chase, the monthly newsletters, or heard
from various Members, the officers of the
Boone and Crockett Club and other allied
conservation organizations have attempted
to establish better contacts with the current
executive branch of our government. 1 am
pleased that the Administration has been
receptive to our overtures. | am particu-
larly pleased that the Administration has
sought our advice and counsel on a num-
ber of natural resources related issues. Due
to these efforts and the receptiveness of the
Administration, the influence of the Boone
and Crockett Club and our allies in the
hunter-conservationist community is in-
creasing rather than waning. Though 1, per-
sonally, am a relative newcomer to the na-
tional policy arena, | was able to seek advice
and consent from a number of our Members,
particularly Professional Members. These
Members, collectively, possess an impressive
set of credentials in terms of technical knowl-
edge and political acumen.

During the past year, [ have been
quickly — and sometimes painfully — in-
troduced to and become more adept at play-
ing in this very important game of appropri-
ate natural resources management and policy
establishment. [t has certainly been an
eve opener for me. [t has also verified in my
mind that it is increasingly important that
the Boone and Crockett Club have a strong
voice regarding the natural resource issues
that are being debated and are key to the main-
tenance of the hunting traditions and the
overall care of the natural world that lead
to the formation of our Club over a century
ago. We have very serious choices that are
critical to maintaining the attention on those
key issues that concern us. We can be play-
ers or spectators as these issues are decided.

Rohert Model

President
Boona and Crockett!Club
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A Matter of Choice

I firmly believe the time is now to return

to being, and remain, an active player re-

gardless of the political party in power.

One such contribution we can make

that could set the tone for an effective na-

tional policy on hunter-conservation and

environmental issues would be to host a non-

partisan “President’s Partnership Conference

on Wildlife Conservation.” The goals would

include:

B American wildlife assessment

® Expanding the federal control of
invasive species program

® Incentives for conservation of private land

Public access to public lands initiative

Enhanced funding of wildlife
conservation in America

® President’s conservation leadership
training initiative

® Wild animal health (e.g. CWD,
brucellosis, West Nile)

[ believe that the more moderate
sportsmen and sportswomen, hunters, fish-
ermen and the conservation community can
agree to work together to achieve the objec-
tive listed above. The extremes have con-
trolled our issues for much too long. In or-
der for this to be most effective, we must
reach out to the more moderate elements to
join with us in our long-overdue quest. [ be-
lieve thar we are already finding areas of
“middle ground.” Why is it important to
find agreement with the stalwarts of the mod-
erate environmental community? First, many
of us already wear both those hats — and
proudly so. Second, as our population and
their works grow, habitat for wild creatures
shrinks and our choices become more com-
plex. Where and on what can we best spend
scarce time, money, and credibility? Issues
that once seemed so clearly sketched in
“black” and “white” are now justifiably seen
in varying shades of “gray.” If we seck ab-
solute agreement from potential allies, and
they from us, the future is apt to be quire
gloomy for hunter-conservationists, our caus-
es, and our cherished ways of life. “Consensus”
or “principled compromise” is the mecha-
nism of achievement of goals in the repub-
lican (small “t”) form of government, which
we so cherish. We must search for, find, and
stand on common grounds from which con-
SENSUS Qrows.

We clearly see that our landscape,
both literal and in terms of the body politic,
is rapidly changing. Land fragmentation,

habitat loss, and population growth in once
pristine areas are taking an accelerating and
negative toll on a way of life we cherish and
have worked hard to preserve. We see de-
cisions related to how federal and state lands
are to be managed or not managed are de-
cided through political whim or by federal
judges ignoring synthesis of pertinent sci-
ence with what President Theodore Roosevelt
might have called the “wise use of natural
resources.” Over the years, the Boone and
Crockett Club has walked a fine political
line between protection (i.e., establishment
and enhancement of Yellowstone National
Park, Grand Canyon National Park, Glacier
National Park, etc.) and the application of
the “multiple use concept” to the national
forests in order to provide, in the words of
the first Chief of the Forest Service and
early B&C Member, Gifford Pinchot, to con-
duet management that would provide “the
greatest good to the greatest number in the
long run.”

As we deal with our political cheic-
es this year, I believe that one of those cri-
terions will involve “conservation” and how
our lands, and particularly our public lands
so important to American hunter-conserva-
tionists, will be allocated and managed.

The Boone and Crockett Club and
its allies played an absolutely critical role in
the first decades of the last century in deter-
mining answers to just such questions as
these. We are striving to play something
of that same role in the early part of this new
century. A hundred years have passed. Itis
now our turn to make a difference. Certainly,
times and issues have changed; but, in the
final analysis, not all that much. It is still
the land, what Pearl Buck so eloquently called
the “good earth” that is the beginning and
end of all those things we hold so dear. [
would like to ask that each of you think of
that *good earth” and the creatures it sup-
ports and the use we make of that land and
those creatures as you decide what to inquire
of candidates when they seek your support
and your vote.

What are the significant differences
regarding wildlife and land resource manage-
ment between the candidates! What is the
long-term gain/loss from active management
versus passive or non-management of lands
and the wildlife! How can workable compro-
mises between the various points of view be
reached so that these precious resources are
treated with the true over-arching value they
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PRESIDENT BUSH HOSTS

SPORTSIVIAN'/AND CONSERVATION GROUPS

A Y

= Bush welcomed Boone

and Crockett Club
President Robert Model
and the representatives
of 15 other sportsmen-
\{{# conservation groups to
iy his Crawford, Texas,
2| ranch to talk about
= issues affecting

%! hunting, fishing, and
conservation.

“Itwaslaldistinct honor'to
not enly meet withithe Rresident
again, but tolactually'see how.
muchhelcares about the'land
and itsiwildlife;” Model
said. “ltremindedime ofia
time when America was
lead by anoether President
(Mheodoere Roosevelt) who
was a hunter, alfisherman,
and alconsenvationist. and
setiinte motion the most
suiceessfuliconservation
system in histony.

This past Becember
Bresident Bush alsolinvit-
ed key representatives of
the spertsmen-consenva-
tionicommunity to'the
WhitelHotiseito share
their concerns with him.
During the meeting| the
President expressed|his
strong suppart forlhabitat
conservation.

Tihe Presidentled a
drivinglcaravanigiving
guests aitwoe-heur tour of
his/1,600-acre ranch,
poeintingleutthe selective
clitting, tree/planting, and prescribed!burning he has used'to/restore
native grasses and'trees and make his ranchia haven for guail, wild
turkeys, whitetail deer, and! 250 head oficattle: President Bushisaid he
strongly supports conservationeasements and other incentives for
property owners tolconserve wildlife habitat.

“Every day. is EarthiDay/if youl are allandewner,” Bushisaid.
“Mhere's'a big difference between/conservationists andpreservation-
ists. Gonservationistsicane. And we!take action.”

“What the President has' done to enhance his own property is a
testament of hisiinderstanding of ecosystemsiand the interrelation-
ship between man, habitat, wildlife, and livestock,” Model said. “An
understandinglof America's naturaliresources is paramountto achiev-
ing a balance between energy preduction and envirenmental health.”

';1 President George W.
X




