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Forgotten superstar...or best forgotten?

Hey, if you've been following this column
you didn’t think I'd stick with popular car-
tridges forever, did you? Although still of-
fered by Remington and occasionally
chambered in custom rifles, the 8mm Rem-
ington Magnum barely hangs on, with some
current references describing it as a rarity
or an oddity. Although I've tried a couple
of times, I don’t think I can change this
trend...but despite its lack of popularity it’s
an awfully good cartridge.

.. My long-barreled 8mm Remington Magnum
produced the tightest group I've ever fired,
"052-inch. Yes, that's probably a fluke, but
a group worth framing, and a handload
with220-grain Sierra GameKings well

worth-having Superior'copy!
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The 8mm Remington
Magnum was introduced in
1978, unveiled at one of the last
really big Remington writers’
seminars, held at the Mes-
calero Reservation. So the
entirety of America’s “A-list”
gunwriters used it on elk, and
it came out amid a raging bliz-
zard of publicity. The parallel
with Winchester’s .338 is obvi-
ous. The .338 was introduced
30 years earlier, also amid
massive publicity. The .338
took off very quickly at first,
but public ardor cooled quick-
ly when word got out that al-
though it stoned large game,
it had a lot of recoil (surprise,
surprise)!

Similarly, initial sales
for the 8mm Remington
Magnum looked promising,
but word quickly spread that
it’sahard kicker, and interest
waned. The difference is that
overtime, the.338 persevered,
and has become a standard
choice among serious elk,
moose, and bear hunters. The
8mm Remington Magnum
never caught on. I suppose
one should ask why but it
probably doesn’t matter
because the trend is unlikely
to change. Part of it could
simply be “the curse of the
8mm.” Bullet diameter .323-
inch, though reasonably
popular in Europe, has never
been ahot numberinthe U.S.
Although they studiously
avoided the 8mm appellation,
Winchester’s .325 WSM is
also an 8mm. A great little
cartridge, it remains to be
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seen if it can overcome the
8mm stigma—certainly the
8mm Remington Magnum
has not.

And yet Remington’s
“Big Eight” has a lot of merit.
Based on the .375 H&H, case
necked down and blown out
(to remove body taper and in-
crease powder capacity), it is
capable of propelling heavy-
for-caliber bullets at meaning-
ful velocities. On the caliber
spectrum it falls exactly half-
way between the .30-caliber
(.308-inch bullet) and .338. As
a full-length magnum (nomi-
nally 2.8-inch case) it is capa-
ble of higher velocity than the
.300 or .338 Winchester Mag-
nums, with similar bullet
weights. Undoubtedly these
were the two cartridges it was
created to compete against. It
offers more frontal area than
the .30-caliber, and in my ex-
perience the difference is no-
ticeable; it hits elk-sized game
with dramatic authority! Re-
alistically, it cannot equal the
punch of a .33-caliber, espe-
cially with heavier bullets, but
it can offer a flatter
trajectory.

In Americathe .30-cali-
ber is unassailable, and it’s
simple fact that above .30-cali-
ber, sales drop off dramati-
cally. Whether it’s as good as
or better than either perhaps
doesn’t matter; maybe there
justisn’t room for a cartridge
splitting the difference be-
tween .30 and .338?

Iwasthenewkid onthe
block when the 8mm



Remington Magnum was in-
troduced, so I wasn’t invited
to that long-ago Remington
seminar. My mentors, Bob
Milek and John Wootters,
were. Both reported that it
flattened elk, but was a hard
kicker. Undaunted, I usedita
bit in the early 1980s in the
then-standard Model 700 BDL
with 24-inch barrel. Yep, it
sure did stone elk, and I also
used it for musk ox and some
other game. Back then Rem-
ington still had hope for the
cartridge, with factory loads
running from a fast 185-grain
load to a very sound 220-grain
load.

Fifteen years passed
before I messed with it again.
By then the only standard fac-
tory load remaining was a
200-grainload. This remains
so today, but Remington has
upgraded that load to feature
a 200-grain Swift A-Frame
bullet at a published velocity
of 2,900 feet per second.
Actual velocity varies

No 8mm cartridge has ever achieved
lasting popularity in the U.S.
Despite merit, the 83mm Remington
Magnum (right) has never achieved
popularity. It remains to be seen
whether a newer 8mm, the .325
WSM (left) will break the spell.

depending on your barrel
length, but this is a good load
with a great bullet. To date,
Remington is the only major
manufacturer to offer 8mm
Remington Magnum factory
loads, but there are a few
other options out there, in-
cluding a wonderfully fast
Double Tap load with a 200-
grain Barnes TSX.

But let’s back up to the
late 9os and my second love
affair with the 8mm Reming-
ton Magnum. Even then the
cartridge was primarily a
handloader’s proposition.
Though impressive on paper,
Remington’s loads were
always fairly mild as well as
limited. Bullet selection in
8mm is not robust, and in
most caseslighter bullets are
tobe avoided because they're
often intended for 8mm
Mauser velocities. Even so,
there were and are plenty
enough bullets, with good op-
tions between 200 and 220
grains from Barnes, Hornady,

B | was hunting in
coastal North
Carolina when

I harvested one
of the biggest
black bears I've
ever taken. It was
handily accounted
for by the 8mm
Remington with
220-grain bullets.

Nosler, Sierra, and Swift.

My intent was a long-
range elk rifle that could de-
liver 2,000 foot-pounds of
energy at 600 yards. Thatisn’t
so easy, but if you can get the
velocity out of a 220-grain
8mm bullet you can get there.
Velocity was enhanced by a
28-inch Pac-Nor barrel, the
rifle barreled and stocked by
veteran Paso Robles gunsmith
Norm Bridge. With handloads
we were able to exceed 3,000
fpswith a220-grain bullet. As
a bonus, we also got excep-
tional accuracy. Obviously at
that kind of velocity there was
plenty of recoil, but this was
mitigated by gun weight. In
addition to the extra-long
barrel and walnut stock, we
put a Break-O mercury recoil
reducer in the butt.

Therifle was extreme-
ly shootable, but obviously
heavy; over 10 pounds without
scope, nearer to12 with scope
and mounts. I guess [ was
younger and stronger back
then! It did account for sev-
eral elk, but I'm happy to say
that I never attempted a shot
at 600 yards. (It worked just
fine at closer ranges!) Because
the accuracy was marvelous
and I trusted the rifle, I used
it quite a lot. Elsewhere in
North America it accounted
for an eclectic array of game
from black bear to Coues’
deer, and it also served some
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tours overseas. I used it on at
least four African safaris,
where it accounted for a wide
range of plains game. Most
notable were probably Ethio-
pia and Zambia. In Ethiopia
it managed a tough shot on a
fine mountain nyala, and in
Zambia it worked perfectly on
game up to a massive Living-
stone’s eland.

I never took it on a
North American mountain
hunt, but I did take on two
Asian sheep hunts, first to
Turkmenistan for Trans-
Caspian urial, and then on my
first Marco Polo argali huntin
Tajikistan. Yep, it worked...but
whilethelongbarrel hasnever
been an impediment in open
country, I finally figured out
that the rifle was too darned
heavy to carry in tough coun-
try! Or maybe I've just gotten
older, slower, and lazier.

In any case, as much as
I like it and as well as it has
served me, with a dearth of
factory loads and scarcity of
rifles, the 8mm Remington
Magnum is not a cartridge I
would urge you torun out and
buy. But if you have one (or run
across a good deal on one),
don’t underestimate it,
especially if you're a
handloader. In some ways it
really is better than either a
.3000r.33-caliber magnum—
justasRemingtonintended it
tobe!m
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