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ELK, DEER RESEARCH 
HONORED BY BOONE AND 
CROCKETT CLUB
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11, 2015

Left to right: Rob Mangold, Station Director, PNW Research Station, Forest Service; Ron Anglin, Assistant Director, Oregon Dept. of Fish and Wildlife; 
Robert Bonnie, Under Secretary, U.S. Dept. of Agriculture; Morrie Stevens, President, Boone and Crockett Club; Mike Wisdom, Starkey Project Team 
Leader, PNW Research Station, Forest Service; and Tom Price, Boone and Crockett Club member and Chair of Awards Committee, Conservation and 
Stewardship Award.

A big-game research program in 
northeast Oregon is the recipient of 
the Boone and Crockett Club’s 
i n au g u r a l C on s er v at ion a nd 
Stewardship Award.

The Starkey Project, established 
in 1989 by the U.S. Forest Service, is one 
of the most comprehensive field research 
programs in history. Research trials in 
an enclosed 25,000-acre working land-
scape measure the effects of timber 
management, livestock grazing, and 
recreation on elk and deer populations. 
Results help guide resource-management 
decisions across the West.

Boone and Crockett’s new award 
recognizes Starkey’s development of  
“applied science” for effective, science-
informed management.

“There is a significant difference 
between basic research and the applied 
research conducted at Starkey,” ex-
plained Tom Price, chairman of the Club’s 
Stewardship and Multiple Use Sharing 
Committee, which administers the 
award. “Most public and private lands 
are not like national parks. They are 
working landscapes where people and 
wildlife must co-exist. We need sound, 
applied science that tells us what is best 

for wildlife, people 
and the land under 
shared conditions, 
and that’s what the 
Starkey Project has 
been supplying for 
the past 25 years.”

Starkey’s re-
search in elk habitat 
and development of 
nutrition models 
help guide informed 
decisions in multi-
use management 
based on observed 
elk and deer inter-
actions with cattle 
grazing, hunting, 

roads, and forest management. Results 
also inform decisions about managing 
elk and deer forage, cover needs, desired 
age of elk breeding bulls, productivity, 
bull/cow and buck/doe harvest ratios, 
and nutrition levels. 

Price said, “The Starkey Project 
produces landscape-scale, boots-on-the-
ground research that has defined 
successful management strategies for elk 
and mule deer based on how these species 
interact with real-world land uses.” 

The award was presented March 
11 during the 100th annual North Ameri-
can Wildlife and Natural Resources Con-
ference in Omaha, Nebraska. 

The Conservation and Steward-
ship Award will be given annually to the 
organization or entity that best exempli-
fies excellence in conservation and wild-
life and land stewardship – core values 
of the Boone and Crockett Club and its 
founder, Theodore Roosevelt.

“As Theodore Roosevelt once said, 
‘conservation means development as 
much as it does protection.’ That’s why 
this research station, the people behind 
it and the U.S. Forest Service are most 
deserving of this recognition and our 
thanks,” Price added.

To learn more about the Starkey Project, visit 
www.fs.fed.us/pnw/starkey.

Jack Ward Thomas, one of the original Starkey Project Leaders, was 
presented the Boone and Crockett Club’s Conservation Stewardship 
Award at B&C Headquarters on May 5, 2015. In attendance were Dale 
Bosworth (left) who also served as US Forest Chief after Thomas, as well 
as several B&C members, colleagues and friends.


