FRON THE EDITOR

You're on Our Rock

George A. Bettas

First Vice-President of
Administration
fioone and Crackett Club

A perfect spot to be at
daylight, for in this
country, elk would he
feeding on the grassy
southern slope of the
ritlge and moving across
the saddle to the tim-
bered north slope soon
after daylight. | had
been here before.
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I WAS LOST IN THOUGHT AS MY
friend, Marv, stopped for a moment
to put the transfer case into low
range. “We are the first ones up here
this morning,” he said in a matter-
of-fact manner. “I've seen more
people up here this year than ever
before,” Marv noted as he maneu-
vered the truck around a wash-out
where the water running down the
road had cut a three-foot ditch . . . a
COMMON OCCUITENCe on primitive
roads in steep country with no wa-
ter bars. “When [ was a kid we used
to have to walk these last two miles.
Then about ten years ago, someone
borrowed a cat from a logging outfit
up here and pushed this road to the
top. Since this is national forest
ground, it is sort of a free-for-all up
here now.” As the
pickup ground up the
steep incline on the
two-track road and
snaked around the
trees with the mirrors
barely missing the
branches 1 com-
mented, "] think you're
right . . .” and resumed
my thinking about how
easy the climb seemed
this morning. We had
done this many times
before and this was one
of the few times we
were not “chained up
on all four” and mak-
ing the climb in a
couple of feet of snow.

We climbed the
final incline and
emerged from the tim-
ber. There was noth-
ing but the darkness of
the night in the truck
lights. We had reached our desti-
nation on a knife ridge at the very
top of the mountain thousands of
feet above the valley floor. Marv
shut the engine off and we sat si-
lently in the darkness. The ever-
present wind gently rocked the truck
this morning. Usually it is blowing
much harder and often a blizzard is
raging on this spot at this time of
the year. This morning it was clear

but there was no moon. Miles away
one could see the lights of farms and
a small town.

“You are the only one of us left,
other than me, who knows how to
get out on the ridge in the dark. And
it’s just too tough for me to get out
there anymore,” he said. “Well, you
had better get going because you are
going to have company,” he cau-
tioned. With that, I stepped out of
the truck, slung my day pack over my
shoulder, turned on my head lamp
and picked up my rifle before climb-
ing down through the shale rock to
pick up a game trail that [ knew was
in the trees just below the ridge.

It had been a couple of years
since | had hunted here but the
subtle landmarks soon became ap-
parent as my headlamp cut through
the darkness. The open ridge
dropped steeply and soon I was en-
gulfed in dark timber. There was a
faint game trail here and the
ridgetop was flat so the going was
fairly easy. Soon I broke out into a
small clearing. At this point [ knew
I 'had to drop off the ridge and pick
up another game trail or scale down
a 50-foot cliff in the dark. [ had
gone both ways before but chose the
trail this morning. Now the ridgetop
was less apparent and was sloped to
the right. The slope of the ridge and
the dark timber made this spot par-
ticularly confusing because if you did
not consciously stay to the left, the
contour of the ridge would take you
off the south side into a steep shale-
covered hillside. 1 had made that
mistake once before.

By now I was more than a mile
from the drop-off point. Oddly
shaped trees were recognizable as I
worked my way through the timber.
Finally, I came to the lowest spot on
the ridge in a very small opening.
This was the spot where most people
lost their way. If you had not been
there before, you would not know
how to work your way through the
basalt cliffs to find yet another game
trail that would eventually take you
through the cliffs to the top of the
ridge. I stopped for a moment know-
ing there was no hurry this morn-

ing. [ was well ahead of anyone else.
As | stood there in the darkness
recalled the morning five years ago
when three of us were out here in
two feet of snow. 1 had torn the ACL
in my knee a month earlier and was
content to let my two partners lead
the way through the storm. [ was
slower than they were so they waited
for me to catch up every quarterof a
mile or so. The wind was blowing so
hard that snow filled our tracks
within minutes. Visibility was zero.
At this saddle they opted to cut
across the hillside instead of going
through the rocks. A mile of steep
hillside covered with shale rock,
blow down, and ice made for an in-
teresting trek that morning.

I picked my way through the
cliffs and soon emerged on the top of
the ridge. Another half-mile down
the ridge put me exactly where |
wanted to be. A flat rock overlook-
ing a long open ridge with a game
trail 200 yards below me in a saddle.
A perfect spot to be at daylight, for
in this country, elk would be feeding
on the grassy southern slope of the
ridge and moving across the saddle
to the timbered north slope soon af-
ter daylight. | had been here before.
I knew that if I was patient, [ would
have an opportunity to take a bull
from this rock perch.

I loaded my rifle, set up my day
pack for a shooting rest, and sat si-
lently in the darkness. It was a beau-
tiful morning. Clear skies,
temperatures just above freezing, no
moon and a weather forecast of sun-
shine for the day. A rolling rock in
the distance broke the silence.
Something was on the ridge behind
me. Islowly turned to look and saw
three flashlights coming through the
darkness across the ridge. [ was
about to have company.

[ sat silently in the darkness,
waiting for the obvious. Soon [
could hear the hunters talking as
they noisily made their way across
the ridge. I sat silently as they took
off their backpacks and gear, un-
aware that | was there just a few feet
away from them. “Hello,” I said
quietly. Startled, all three turned
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1. George P. Mann — Opelika, AL

2, James J, Shinners — Saginaw, MI

3. Leonard H. Wurman, M.D. — Wausau, W!
4. Jeif VanHyning — Portland, OR

5, Gary L. Grant — Sachse, TX

B. George E. Mann — Opalika, AL

7.C. Martin Wood (Il — Monticelle, FL

8. Jon A. Walgren — Birmingham, Mi

9. Stephen C. Walker — Santa Barhiara, CA
10. Ban Cerven — Netthumberland, PA

11. Hanspeter Giger — Charlotte, NC

12. Remo Pizzagalli — Charlotte, VT

13. Alan Hamberlin — Phoenix, AZ

14. Gary E. Hansen — Denver, CO

15. Ronald D. Kelso — Hamiltan, MT

18, Stephen Suchowolec — Belmont, MI
17. D.J. Kuchta — Jameshurg, NJ

18. Paul T. Entrekin — Pansacsla, FL

19, Richard H. Manly — Augusta, GA

20. Daniel E. Crook — Shreveport, LA

21. Kenneth G. McNeil — Grasse Pointe Farms, M1
22. Lonnio Ritchey — Moreno Valley, CA
23. Margan D. Silvers — Anniston, AL

24. James G. Brooks Jr. M.D. — Dallas, TX
26. 8. David Leidesdorf — Jackson, WY

26. Carl L. Absher — Quarryville, PA

27. Embry C. Rucker, Jr. — Prospect, KY

28. Paeler 6. Lacey — Laurel, MS

29, Mark W. Streissguth — Snoguaimie, WA
30. John L. Hendrix — Ancharage, AK

31. Venon 0. Holleman — Temple, TX

32. Wayne Sheets — Wheatan, MD

33. David W. Shatfer — Vandergrift, PA

34. Jay T. Gunter — Hawthorne, NV

34. M. Eric Johanson — Camarillo, CA

36. Frederick G. Smith — Lutherville, MO
37. M.C. Harris — Antioch, TN

38. John B, Reynolds M.0.— Bainbridge. GA
30. Tany Filas — Northville, MI

40. George W, Windalph — Muncy Valley, PA
41. Richard M. Kerri — Livermore, CA

42. Billy Kurtz — Baytawn, TX

43. E. Kent Wong — Eielson AFB, AK

44. Gary L. Nobla ~ Corvallis, OR

45. Tom Pawlacyk — Neenah, Wi

46. James R. Adams, Jr. — Forl Worth, TX
47..C. Richard Stasney M.D. — Houston, TX
48. Malt Conlee — San Antonio, TX

49. Bruce Willyard — Carrington, ND

§0. Robert J. Seeds — Faitview, N

51, Michael E. Mathews — West Springfield, MA
52. Ren B. Bennett — Morris, IL

53. Ron McMillen — Ames, IA

54. Stephen H. Pauli — FPO, AP

55. Darryl E. Barker — Siletz, OR

5. Robert P. 0*Connor — OId Forge, HY

57, Glenn Napierskie — San Diege, CA

58. Robert Nichols — Dallas, TX

59, LA, Tyburczy — Elke, NV

60. Gregory S. Williamson — Fort Worth, TX
B1. Andy Amerson — Covelo, CA

62. Jimmy John Liautaud — Chicago, IL

B3. Sam T. Scaling, M.D. — Casper, WY

B4. Mark B. Steffen — Hulchinson, KS

65. Franklin E. Phillips — Battle Croek, MI
B6. Les R. Anderson, St. — Minneapolis, MN
67. Ken E. Davis — Asotin, WA

§0. Doug Obest, . — Scoltsdale, AZ

9. Thomas E. Day — Republican City, NE
70. Robert A. Berggren — Forest Lake, MN
71. Jean Eveland Berggran — Forest Lake, MN
72. Dale J. Hislop — Calgary, AB

73. Thomas E. Slagle — Pineland, FL

74. Phillip D. Wagner - Brookings, SO

75. Saward P. Mellon — Ligonier, FA

76. R. Douglas Yajko M.D. — Glenwood Springs, £O
77. Milton Schultz, Jr. — Glen Rose, TX

78. Ralph W. Laubscher — Titusville, PA

79. Stephen B. Jeffries — Boston, MA

B0. Albert D, Seeno, Jr. — Claytan, CA

B1. Richard P. Phillips — W, Weber, UT

82. Pete Widonar, dr. — Sheridan, WY

83. Harold K. Han, Jr. — Honolulu, HI

B4, Steve D. Peters — Missoula, MT

B5. Frank Bucino — Newton, N

BB. Steven D. Kellesvig — Mt. Horeli, W
87. Carl H. Spaeth — Zion, IL

B8, Michasl D. Searla — Chicaga, IL

89. David A. Miller — Tucson, AZ

80. Phil Barnes — Hamburg, AR

81. Tim Nice — Gates Mills, OH

97, Jerald E. Mason — Brigham, UT

93. Robert M. Anderson — Casper, WY

94. Dan E. McBiide — Burnet, TX

5. Guinn D. Crousen — Dallas, TX

96. Theodore W. Mellotte, Jr. — Yakima, WA
87. James E. Walden — Bloomington, M
80. Dyrk T. Eddie — Kalispell, MT

89, Jurgen Sthulz — Tomslake, BC

100. Tommy Don Moody — Gainesville, TX
101. Mitchell A. Tharson — Santa Rosa, CA
102. Dennis G. Hickman — Emlenton, PA
103. Elizabeth Nortan ~ Lacrosse, Wl

104. Larty J, Reynolds — Aulington, TX

105. W. Don Byers — Carlshad, NM

106. Wabster A. Madissn — Roundup, MT
107, Casey W. Bishop — Littlaton, CO

108. Phillip H . Wehb, Jr. — Enterprise, AL
109. R.R. Tipton, ll. MD — Myile Baach, SC
110. Richard A. Reinhart — Albuguerque, KM
111. Ragar R. Ebnet — Avan, M

112. John F Abel — Rio Vista, CA

113. Patrick T. Stanosheck — Cheyanne, WY
114. Frank L. Fackovec — Southampton, NY
118, Ray A. Murski — Meridian, TX

1186. Peter J. Pizzagalli — Charlotte, VT

117. Dan Boone — Lubbock, TX

118. William Lewis — Bryan, TX

119, Walter . Rusak — Blaitstawn, NJ

120. Michael G. Farnham — Bloomingtan, MN
121, Lany W. Goehring — New Drightan, PA
122. Don E. Perrien — Hollister, [A

123. Boger 0. Donahue — Lebanon, NH

124. Thamas M. Baker — Bowling Green, KY
125. Dean W, Palmer — Cogan Station, PA
126. Sam 8. Jaksick, Jr. — Reno, NV

127. Jeffrey DeFranst - Price, UT

128. Robert L. ARmanasco - Gardnerville, NV
128, Robert P. Doyle - Westamptan, NJ
130. Vincente S. Sanchez-Valdepenas - Spain
131. Si W, Pellow - Lakeview, OR

132. Frederick D. Overly - Anchorage, AK
133. Hathan S. Hale - Mt. Pleasant, SC
134. Ban B. Wallace - Corpus Cheisti, TX
135. Stephen H. Tolliver - Boerne, TX

136. Scott A. Shuart - Newkirk, 0K

137. Douglas G. Lynn - San Francisco, CA
138. Daniel R. Strickland - Towanda, PA
139. Mark A. Guzyk - Amhridge, PA

140. Leonard J. Vallender - Thomwaood, NY
141. Gregary A, Hurst - Ft. Walton Beach, FL
142. William Basst - St. lgnace, MI

143. Ronald §. Gabriel - Los Angeles, CA
144, Jerry R. Austin - St. Michael, AK

1485, Larry Kruse - Albuquerque, HM

146. Lawrence J. Kuss - Alexandria, VA
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