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Natural events have domi-
nated the news this summer: 
first, the solar eclipse that 
occurred in August; and sec-
ond, the hurricanes that 
ravaged Texas, Florida, and 
the Caribbean in August and 
September. Scientists pre-
dicted each of these events. 
In fact, the solar eclipse was 
predicted 26 years prior, 
providing the exact date and 
time. Hurricane tracking, 
although not exact, was ac-
curate enough to deliver 
advance warnings to resi-
dents in the hurricanes’ 
paths. Science provided the 
evidence behind these fore-
casts, amazing achievements 
in and of themselves. How-
ever, science continues to be 
ignored in Washington, D.C., 
and across the country.

I watched the news 
during the hurricanes, as did 
most Americans. I was abso-
lutely stunned by the igno-
rance of a group of commen-
tators who didn’t understand 
the basics of meteorology. I 
watched as they chattered 
amongst themselves, marvel-
ing at how warm waters, at-
mospheric moisture, high and 
low pressure systems could 
combine to develop the mas-
sive hurricanes we experi-
enced. Their seeming fascina-
tion with these dynamics, but 
lack of understanding of sci-
ence, was breathtaking. As 
they admired the ability of 
forecasters to predict hurri-
cane paths, wind speeds, and 
rainfall amounts, it occurred 
to me that these individuals 
were probably like a large seg-
ment of our citizens—almost 
completely devoid of a basic 
understanding and apprecia-
tion of science.

Consider this, there is 
a large proportion of people 
who believe that dinosaurs 
existed at the same time as 
humans, that humans first 
appeared on earth in our cur-
rent form, that evolutionary 
theory is wrong (if not immor-
al), that climate change is not 
occurring or occurring only 
naturally, and that genetically 
modified foods are dangerous 
for our health. A study report-
ed that 82 percent of Ameri-
cans supported labeling of 
genetically modified food, 80 
percent also supported man-
dated labeling of foods that 
contain DNA. Think about 
that. With the exception of the 
dirt I occasionally consume, 
all my food contains DNA, but 
80 percent of survey respon-
dents thought it was import-
ant to be labeled as such (al-
though I doubt they know 
what DNA is). It is interesting 
to note that people with and 
without a high degree of 
education share some of these 
beliefs. When science conflicts 
with our values, we often be-
lieve what comports with our 
values, science be damned.

Why should we care? 
We should care because sci-
ence is an endeavor to under-
stand the world—how it is 
organized, how it functions, 
and how it changes. Govern-
ment is a system designed to 
control and manage a com-
munity, a state, or a nation. 
Science provides information 
to the government to assist in 
managing the use of resourc-
es for the benefit of its com-
munity’s citizens. Science and 
government must be linked. 
The accumulated knowledge 
of federal scientists and their 
colleagues at the state level 

and academic institutions are 
essential for sound policy 
decisions. 

However, the dispar-
agement of scientists by those 
who deny climate change, 
evolution, medical advance-
ments such as vaccinations, 
and basic life requirements of 
imperiled species endangers 
our democracy. A misin-
formed or uninformed voting 
public, in the words of Neil 
Degrasse Tyson is leading to 
“the unraveling of an informed 
democracy.” The fact that “al-
ternative facts” has entered 
our vernacular is dumbfound-
ing. Recent research available 
at the Social Science Research 
Network (ssrn.com/ab-
stract=3004631) indicated 
that voters might be uninter-
ested in the truth. “Alternative 
facts” were shown to influence 
voters even when presented 
evidence that the alternative 
facts were not true. Our polit-
ical representatives reflect 

their constituents’ values; 
however, I believe we must 
hold them to a higher level of 
accountability when it comes 
to matters of science knowl-
edge and application.

So the climate change 
deniers brush off the threats 
of sea level rise, more severe 
storms, changing weather 
patterns, and changing habi-
tat conditions. Some of these 
very same individuals are 
making resource policy and 
budgetary decisions as we 
speak. Meanwhile, insurance 
companies, urban planners, 
and the Department of De-
fense have been studying and 
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Government is a system designed to control 
and manage a community, a state, or a 

nation. Science provides information to the 
government to assist in managing the use of 
resources for the benefit of its community’s 

citizens. Science and government must be 
linked. The accumulated knowledge of 

federal scientists and their colleagues at the 
state level and academic institutions are 

essential for sound policy decisions. 
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preparing for these impacts 
for years. The same commen-
tators I referred to earlier 
were so impressed with FE-
MA’s response to the hurri-
canes and waxed on about the 
importance of the govern-
ment’s response. They seemed 
to be unable to process the 
link between the govern-
ment’s response and the sci-
ence necessary to appropri-
ately stage supplies, conduct 
search and rescue operations, 
provide medical service, re-
store power grids, repair in-
frastructure, and provide 
transportation. Their new-
found fascination with sci-
ence made me think that they 
may have been raised on a 
different planet (presumably 
one that was flat). How could 
they praise the government’s 
response to disasters without 
the recognition of the accu-
mulated knowledge provided 
by scientists and the impor-
tance of that science?

Boone and Crockett 
Club members should appre-
ciate the science behind the 
management of our nation’s 
natural resources. Further, 
members should respect that 
science and not let personal 
beliefs or values, not backed 
by evidence, cloud our deci-
sion-making process. Finally, 
we should hold our political 
representatives to sci-
ence-based, decision-making. 
Polemics and dogma do not 
pave the way for progress. 
Science has produced the 
bountiful fish and wildlife 
resources we enjoy today. 

And, oh by the way, 
science calculates that the 
next total solar eclipse will be 
visible in the United States on 
April 8, 2024. In Harrisburg, 
PA, it will be at its maximum 
eclipse at 2:17:16 p.m. Don’t 
forget your glasses. n
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B&C Staff participated in the 
eclipse this past August with 
homemade viewers.


