52 FAIR CHASE | FALL 2015

WILD-HARVESTED
MEAT'S ROLE IN PUBLIC
SUPPORT FOR HUNTING
AND CONSERVATION

Aldo Leopold wrote “One of
the anomalies of modern
ecology is the creation of two
groups, each of which seems
barely aware of the existence
of the other. The one studies
the human community,
almost asifit was aseparate
entity, and calls its findings
sociology, economics, and
history. The other studies
the plant and animal
community and comfortably
relegates the hodge-podge of
politics to the liberal arts.
The inevitable fusion of
these two lines of thought
will perhaps constitute the
outstanding advance of this
century.” Leopold, of course,
wrote this during the last
century, and his vision was
not fully realized. Among
those who are ensuring
Leopold’s vision is realized
this century are my
colleagues, Professor Shawn
Riley and graduate student
Amber Goguen of Michigan
State University, working in
an area of study known as
human dimensions of
wildlife management.
Shawn cut his teeth as
awildlife biologist with Mon-
tana Fish, Wildlife & Parks
and went on to earn a Ph.D. at
Cornell as part of the New
York Cooperative Fish and
Wildlife Research Unit and
the Human Dimensions Re-
search Unit. With his pedi-
gree, heis uniquely qualified
to fuse wildlife science and
the social sciences. Shawn’s
interests resulted in a Ful-
bright scholarship to study
the game management cul-
ture in Sweden. One major

—

difference between hunting
laws in North America and
those in Sweden is that in
Sweden hunters are allowed
to sell wild-harvested meat
from animals they have le-
gally harvested. Shawn and
his Swedish colleagues stud-
ied the differences in atti-
tudes towards hunting and
conservation of urban non-
hunting Swedes who had
access towild-harvested meat
and those who did not. Those
who had enjoyed wild-har-
vested meat expressed more
positive attitudes toward
hunters and greater accep-
tance of hunting.

Shawn and colleagues
at the Michigan Department
of Natural Resources are
interested in exploring how
access to venison by Michigan
residents might affect
attitudes towards hunting.
Initially, they sought to
answer the question: How
much access do Michigan non-
hunters have to venison given
that it is illegal to sell wild-
harvested meat in the United
States? Amber Goguen
recently completed her
Master of Science degree with
Shawn, examining this
relationship, and has moved
ontoaPh.D. study comparing
the distribution and effects
of wild-harvested meat in
Sweden and Michigan.

Amber’s work to date
has shown that despite the
lack of a market for wild-
harvested meat, venison shar-
ing is common in Michigan
and a surprising percentage
of non-hunters consume wild-
harvested meat on a regular
basis. The chief impediment
to accessing wild venison ap-
pears to be whether a non-
hunter knows a hunter. Amber
is now exploring the specific
social pathways that predis-
pose sharing opportunities
and the impact that access by
non-hunters has on public at-
titudes and behavior toward
hunting and hunters. Her
analyses should provide policy
makers and hunters with in-
sights on actionsthey can take
to enhance opportunities for
non-hunters to access wild-
harvested venison.

In recent years,
conservation leaders have
bemoaned the growing
disconnect between people
and nature in North America.
Similar concerns over rapid
urbanization and a distancing
from the outdoor life were in
the forefront of discussions
that Theodore Roosevelt and
George Bird Grinnell had that
led to the creation of the
Boone and Crockett Club. The
significance of Amber and
Shawn’s work is that it may
foster strategies that hunters
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can play in coupling people
and nature, garnering popular
support of our hunting
heritage. Can we capitalize on
the locavore movement to
promote wild-harvested meat

as healthy, local, and
environmentally friendly?
Will urbanites and

suburbanites who view locally
overabundant whitetail deer
aspestsand liabilities develop
a new appreciation for this
resource? Will the role of
hunters as a source for healthy
local meat generate increased
appreciation for them? Could
the realization that a person
can provide themselves with
high-quality, healthy meat
without owning a ranch
motivate non-hunters to buy
alicense and go afield? Could
this contribute to efforts to
recruit hunters?

These questions and
others will have key policy
implications as the Club and
others work to ensure our
hunting heritage is secure for
future generations by main-
taining relevance to our cur-
rent generation. Stay tuned
for a future feature-article by
Amber and Shawn with re-
sults of their

LEARN MORE ABOUT GAME
MEAT. Check out B&C's Wild
Gourmet cookbook on page 58.




