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It doesn’t take a long road 
trip to see that the land-
scapes around us are chang-
ing. City suburbs—and in-
creasingly even smaller 
towns—are growing like an 
amoeba, consuming farms 
and ranches along their edg-
es. Even in sparsely populat-
ed areas like the Great 
Plains, the relatively few 
remaining parcels of native 
grass are being converted to 
row crops or development. 
Natural forces are also af-
fecting our wildlife habitats. 
Sagebrush rangelands are 
ravaged by fire only to be 
replaced by invasions of 
cheatgrass or medusahead. 
Forests are dying due to in-
sect infestations or disease, 
making them more prone to 
catastrophic wildfire; and 
with increasing frequency, 
droughts and extreme 
weather are affecting habi-
tats across the country. 
These changes are working 
against the mainstay of our 
nation’s conservation strat-
egy: securing habitat for 
native fish and wildlife.

As hunters, we spend 
significant time in the natural 
world and often see these 
changes more closely; we have 
also been part of a force for 
conservation since the late 
1800s that has driven 

conservation of wildlife and 
wild places. Once again, the 
leadership of hunters and an-
glers will be essential to en-
sure we have natural systems 
that can sustain a diversity of 
species, as well as our way of 
life for generations to come.

There is growing dis-
cussion around the globe for 
an increased commitment to 
protecting natural areas and 
biodiversity. A concept brand-
ed “30 by 30” aims to conserve 
at least 30% each of U.S. lands 
and waters by 2030, with sim-
ilar targets being considered 
around the globe. The goal is 
intended to support a diverse 
array of fish and wildlife but 
is also being promoted as a 
way to address the impacts of 
a changing climate.

This concept fits with-
in the Boone and Crockett 
Club’s updated climate change 
policy that was released last 
fall. Like the 30 by 30 concept, 
the policy includes a specific 
focus on promoting climate 
solutions that conserve natu-
ral habitats to help sequester 
carbon within landscapes 
such as forests and grasslands 
as well as on sustainably man-
aged farms and ranches. Not 
only do these areas help 
achieve climate goals in a 
cost-effective manner, they 
also provide important 

habitat values to a wide range 
of fish and wildlife species.

However, while the 
broad vision of 30 by 30 is laud-
able, so far there are no specif-
ics of implementation. The 
Biden Administration en-
dorsed this goal in Executive 
Order 14008 (January 27, 2021) 
and is now devising a way to 
implement it. The hunting-con-
servation community must 
engage in the process to ensure 
that the sustainable conserva-
tion vision and collaboration 
developed by visionaries like 
Theodore Roosevelt, Gifford 
Pinchot, Aldo Leopold, and 
other conservation giants 
steers the direction. 

So, what is the 30 by 30 
initiative, and what are the 
opportunities to use our na-
tion’s conservation successes 
as the foundation to make this 
initiative viable and beneficial 
to the wildlife we value? 

A BIODIVERSITY 
CONSERVATION TARGET
The concept of 30 by 30 large-
ly took root over the last five 
years as a way to slow the ef-
fects of a changing climate. 
Some scientists suggest that 
rapid land conversion is exac-
erbating the problem and that 
maintaining or restoring at 
least 50% of the Earth’s land 
area as intact natural 

ecosystems could prevent 
predicted temperature in-
creases as well as protect 
important habitat for native 
species. In response, the Unit-
ed Nations (UN) Convention 
on Biological Diversity crafted 
a framework with an ambi-
tious plan for action to stop 
the loss of biodiversity by 
2030 and then allow for the 
recovery of natural ecosys-
tems over the following 20 
years. The UN vision is that: 
“By 2050, biodiversity is val-
ued, conserved, restored and 
wisely used, maintaining 
ecosystem services, sustain-
ing a healthy planet and de-
livering benefits essential for 
all people.” One specific ac-
tion, among many, is, “By 
2030, protect and conserve a 
well-connected and effective 
system of protected areas and 
other effective area-based 
conservation measures at 
least 30 per cent of the planet 
with the focus on areas par-
ticularly important for biodi-
versity.”

This international vi-
sion has been picked up by the 
current administration. 
Within the first week of tak-
ing office, President Joe Biden 
signed Executive Order 
14008 that focuses on taking 
a government-wide approach 
to climate change. Elements 
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of that order focused on dou-
bling renewable energy devel-
opment while pausing new oil 
and gas leases on public lands 
and offshore waters. The or-
der also called for a Civilian 
Climate Corps to “conserve 
and restore public lands and 
waters, bolster community 
resilience, increase reforesta-
tion, increase carbon seques-
tration in the agricultural 
sector, protect biodiversity, 
improve access to recreation, 
and address the changing cli-
mate.” In addition to these 
ideals, the order includes the 
goal of conserving at least 30% 
each of our lands and waters 
by 2030.

Supporting informa-
tion from the Department of 
the Interior notes that: “The 
decline of nature threatens 
wildlife; across the globe, 
approximately one million 
animal and plant species are 
at risk of extinction in the 
coming decades, including 
one-third of U.S. wildlife. 
The U.S. Geological Survey 
reports that only 12% of lands 
are permanently protected.” 
Because 28% of the country 
is federal land, we know that 
not all of those lands count 
under that definition.

But with only 12% of 
landscapes currently “pro-
tected,” it begs the question 

of how to bridge the gap by the 
end of the decade, and at what 
cost. Certainly, existing local, 
state, and federal public lands 
can help, but there is no way 
to achieve that goal without 
considering private lands for 
both total acreage as well as 
connectivity of conserved 
landscapes. At the same time, 
most of the landscapes that 
have potential to sustain bio-
diversity are in rural areas 
where people live, work, and 
recreate. 

With these estimates 
in mind, there’s a significant 
amount of work to be done but 
few details on how to do that. 
Notably, a vision of “protec-
tion” versus “conservation” is 
worth watching carefully.

HUNT FISH 30X30
If implemented well, the 30 
by 30 concept has very posi-
tive potential. However, this 
nation’s original conserva-
tionists—hunters and an-
glers—are working to ensure 
that the vision does not lose 
focus on the tremendous suc-
cesses and lessons learned 
over more than a century. In 
February, the Club joined 
with a growing list of organi-
zations on the Hunt Fish 30 
x30 coalition led by our long-
time partners, the Congres-
s i o n a l  S p o r t s m e n ’ s 

Foundation. Hunt Fish 30x30 
outlines general support for 
the ambitious 30 by 30 prin-
ciples while also working to 
ensure that the hunting/
fishing conservation commu-
nity is part of the solution. In 
the preamble to the state-
ment, the groups note:

“While levels of anthropo-
genic activity in various 
land and water manage-
ment strategies can vary 
greatly, only those strate-
gies that target conserva-
tion needs with measurable 
outcomes will be effective. 
We support 30 by 30 policies 
that are not merely aspira-
tional, but that recognize 
existing management levels/
actions that currently afford 
protections and work to 
identify additional conser-
vation needs and actions 
through an objective, sci-
ence-driven, stakehold-
er-engaged process to de-
termine the appropriate 
level of management actions 
necessary to meet biodiver-
sity conservation goals.”

The Hunt Fish 30x30 
coalition notes that the Inter-
national Union for the Con-
servation of Nature’s World 
Commission on Protected 
Areas defines “protected area” 
as a “clea rly def ined 

geographical space, recog-
nized, dedicated and man-
aged, through legal or other 
effective means, to achieve the 
long-term conservation of 
nature with associated eco-
system services and cultural 
values.” Protected areas can 
take many forms that meet 
this definition—for example, 
a conservation easement on 
private land. But if the defini-
tion truly means only a 
“hands-off” approach that 
strictly limits human visita-
tion and use, not all  
worthy conservation areas 
will “count.” 

Proposals to achieve 
the 30 by 30 goals must clear-
ly define what “protection” 
means and use a variety of 
actions to achieve that goal. 
Ideally, “protection” will be 
replaced with “conservation” 
as the guiding principle. Sus-
tainable management of pri-
vately owned farms, ranches, 
and forest lands through vol-
untary collaboration must be 
an integral component of 
plans. In addition, existing 
public lands provide many of 
the recreational opportuni-
ties for hunters and protected 
areas shouldn’t substantially 
restrict access to public lands 
or waters. How 30 by 30 is 
implemented can make or 
break the success of the 

©
 TO

M
 K

O
ER

N
ER

/U
S

FW
S

The leadership of hunters and anglers will be essential to 
ensure we have natural systems that can sustain a diversity 
of species, as well as our way of life for generations to come.
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initiative—and ensuring con-
tinued broad public support 
for landscape and biodiversi-
ty conservation is essential. 

CONSERVATION VS. 
PRESERVATION
In a policy statement approved 
in late 2017, the Boone and 
Crockett Club outlined its vi-
sion for conservation based 
on its more than 130 years in 
the conservation arena and 
the success of the North 
American Model of Wildlife 
Conservation. According to 
the statement, the Club main-
tains that conservation, rath-
er than preservation, has the 
greatest chance of producing 
the goods and services that 
people need as well as retain-
ing long-term ecological integ-
rity. Though often presented 
as competing concepts, the 
Club has never viewed conser-
vation and preservation as 
opposing schools of thought. 
Conservation is the overarch-
ing concept, with preserva-
tion being one of many man-
agement options within a 
broad conservation approach. 
The Club believes preserva-
tion is useful in limited situa-
tions where appropriate con-
servation practices can still 
be taken to ensure sensitive 
ecosystems remain resilient 
in the face of ecological change 
(national parks and wilder-
ness areas are examples).

Modern conservation 
also acknowledges the eco-
logical reality that with or 
without human inf luence, 
lightning-caused fires, in-
sects, disease, drought, 
f loods, high winds, climate 
change, and other natural 
forces will continue to 
change ecosystems. There is 
no state of “natural balance” 
for ecosystems to return to, 
which is why conservation 
requires a very sophisticated 
scientific approach imple-
mented by highly trained 
professionals. 

The Club’s climate 
change policy notes that sus-
tainable, active management 
of forests, both public and 
private, would be a significant 
benefit to the climate, and to 
restoring millions of acres of 

wildlife habitat. Sustainable 
grazing practices, likewise, 
can conserve critically im-
portant biodiversity in grass-
lands while sequestering 
carbon. These activities can 
also maintain the way of life 
for those that live in the plac-
es where most of our natural 
areas are found.

So long as people exist, 
there will continue to be a 
demand for food, protection 
from the elements, clean wa-
ter, and energy. These needs 
must be addressed, at least in 
part, by using the natural re-
sources that exist in North 
America. The Boone and 
Crockett Club maintains that 
the appropriate response to 
the challenges and conditions 
we face today is not a retreat 
to inaction or relying primar-
ily on preservation, but insti-
tuting new, active approaches 
to ecosystem management 
that produce sustainable re-
sults and can be broadly sup-
ported by the public.

THE ROAD AHEAD
The federal government and 
organizations are developing 
a plan to identify specifically 
how to accomplish the 30 by 
30 goal. President Biden’s ex-
ecutive order called for a task 
force led by his administra-
tion, “working with state, 
local, tribal, and territorial 
governments, agricultural 
and forest landowners, 

fishermen, and other key 
stakeholders,” to recommend 
steps to accomplishing the 
goal. Having this level of en-
gagement is laudable—and 
necessary to ensure that the 
approach is achievable. En-
suring that the hunting and 
f ishing community that 
played a key role in the foun-
dation of this nation’s conser-
vation movement is at the 
table is essential.

We are seeing rapid 
changes to the landscapes 
around us and 30 by 30 could 
help stem that tide. Imple-
mented effectively, the im-
provements to habitat and 
connectivity will help to sus-
tain a diverse array of wildlife 
species, as well as our hunting 
opportunities. However, an 
aspirational goal focused on 
land preservation that reduc-
es recreational access or 
threatens collaborative con-
servation and management 
efforts on public and private 
lands is doomed to fail. 

The Boone and Crock-
ett Club and its partners in 
the Hunt Fish 30x30 coalition 
are meeting with Biden ad-
ministration officials to en-
sure that the details of this 
plan lead to attainable, land-
scape conservation that ben-
efits species and the people 
that live and work in the areas 
where the vast amount of 
biodiversity in this country 
still remains. n

If implemented well, the 30 by 30 concept has very positive potential. 
However, this nation’s original conservationists—hunters and anglers—
are working to ensure that the vision does not lose focus on the 
tremendous successes and lessons learned over more than a century. 
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Implemented effectively, 
the improvements to habitat and 
connectivity will help to sustain 

a diverse array of wildlife 
species, as well as our 
hunting opportunities.
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n    The Natural Resources Con-
servation Service has 
helped landowners through 
the Working Lands for 
Wildlife (WLFW) program 
that targets Farm Bill fund-
ing toward species conser-
vation on working lands. 
These collaborative efforts 
have supported conserva-
tion across the country, in-
cluding in the Southeast—
one of the most biologically 
diverse regions in the 
world—where the WLFW’s 
Gopher Tortoise Initiative 
has conserved more than 
278,000 acres of critical 
longleaf pine habitat. Pair-
ing NRCS’s investments of 
more than $46 Million 
across that time with con-
tributions by other stake-
holders, the success of this 
program has served to not 
only benefit gopher tortois-
es, red-cockaded woodpeck-
ers, and indigo snakes—but 
also bobwhite quail and 
other species that rely on 
the longleaf pine ecosystem. 

n   Over the last three years, 
the U.S. Department of the 
Interior has initiated part-
nerships for targeted con-
servation actions to improve 
big game migration corri-
dors and winter range in the 
western U.S. Through a 
federal grant program, ap-
proximately $10.5 million 
was used to kickstart 47 
different habitat restoration 
projects on public and pri-
vate lands. Perhaps more 
notable is that $54.4 million 
in matching funds were 
brought to the table for proj-
ects ranging from conser-
vation easements to sage-
brush and forest restoration 
projects to transportation 
infrastructure projects that 
reduce wildlife-vehicle col-
lisions. An additional $4.4 
million was directed specif-
ically to 59 private land 
conser vation projects 
through the U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service’s Partners 
for Fish and Wildlife Pro-
gram. Through effective 

administration, this pro-
gram is showing how criti-
cal collaboration is for con-
servation that works across 
jurisdictions and land own-
ership boundaries. 

n Since 1989, the North  
American Wetlands Con-
servation Act (NAWCA) has 
directed over $1.8 billion in 
federal investments that 
have been matched by 
non-federal investments of 
$3.75 billion resulting in 
the conservation of more 
than 30 million acres of 
wetland habitat. Notably, 
while scientists have re-
ported a loss of 3 billion 
individual birds in North 
America, wetland bird spe-
cies including waterfowl 
have increased by an esti-
mated 51% thanks to NAW-
CA and Farm Bill wetland 
conservation programs. 

n   State Wildlife Action Plans 
(SWAPs) that identify “spe-
cies of greatest conserva-
tion need” serve as the 
roadmap for habitat and 
species conservation ef-
forts. Through the State 
Wildlife Grant program, 
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service directs about $60 
million in federal funding 
each year that supports 
state fish and wildlife agen-
cy conservation efforts 
guided by these plans, how-
ever this is only the start of 
what is necessary to ad-
dress the 12,000 species in 
greatest need. The Recov-
ering America’s Wildlife 
Act would dedicate $1.4 

billion annually for state 
and tribal conservation 
efforts and would signifi-
cantly move the needle on 
the nation’s biodiversity 
conservation goals as part 
of any 30 by 30 policy.

n   Good Neighbor Authority 
(GNA) and shared steward-
ship efforts promoted by 
the Club allow federal, 
state, and local partners to 
share in cooperative forest 
management and resto-
ration projects that can 
help protect our commu-
nities, municipal water 
supplies, and fish and wild-
life habitat. Active forest 
management such as har-
vesting trees, thinning 
dead and dying trees, cre-
ating fuel breaks, pre-
scribed and managed 
burns, and creating defen-
sible spaces are all effec-
tive tools to reduce wild-
fire threats while also 
improving habitat and 
helping to sequester car-
bon. In addition, the lum-
ber produced by these 
forest management efforts 
will lock up carbon in 
long-lasting wood products 
while creating better grow-
ing conditions for the next 
stand of trees, which will 
sequester even more car-
bon. Over 36 states have 
GNA agreements with the 
U.S. Forest Service or Bu-
reau of Land Management 
completing more than 250 
projects and restoring tens 
of thousands of acres of 
forest habitat, streams, 
and other wildlife habitat. 

COLLABORATIVE CONSERVATION 
AS PART OF 30 BY 30
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Theodore Roosevelt noted that, 
“Conservation means development  
as much as it means protection.” 

Theodore Roosevelt noted that, “Conservation means development as much as it means protection,” and embracing a 
balance of both approaches through collaboration and partner engagement will be critical to meeting 30 by 30 goals. 
Collaborative conservation efforts are already being embraced by local communities while making a difference for 
biodiversity and land conservation—here are a few examples of policies the Boone and Crockett Club has been engaged 
on that should be considered as 30 by 30 plans are developed:
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