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In early February, the 
Kansas Department of 
Wildlife, Parks and Tourism 
(KDWPT) announced on 
Facebook that a poacher was 
sentenced to prison and 
si gni f icant f ines and 
restitution. John Blick Jr. of 
Sharon, Kansas, was found 
guilty of poaching 60 
whitetail and mule deer. He 
was sentenced to 14 months 
in prison and fined $15,000. 
He was also ordered to pay 
$327,641 in restitution for 
the animals that he stole 
from the public. Finally, he 
forfeited all of the equipment 
used in the commission of 
these crimes as well as the 
parts of animals that he had 
retained for trophies. 

Around the same time, 
the Illinois Department of 
Natural Resources Conserva-
tion Police issued a $10,000 
civil penalty under state stat-
ute to a poacher who killed a 
trophy 12-point whitetail buck 
after legal shooting time and 
over bait—it was the poacher’s 
fourth citation for similar 
wildlife violations. Kudos to 
the Kansas and Illinois legis-
latures for passing stringent 
penalties and restitution for 
the illegal take of wildlife, the 
conservation officers for de-
tecting and working the cases, 
and, in Kansas, the judge and 
prosecutor(s) that were will-
ing to serve up justice in pro-
portion to the severity of 
Blick’s crimes.

Unfortunately, when it 
comes to the illegal take of 
wildlife, the Kansas and Illi-
nois cases are the exception 
rather than the rule. 

While many states 
have stiff penalties for illegal 
take codified into statute, de-
tection rates are often low, 
and the actual detected cases 
are often considered a “vic-
timless” crime and pushed 
aside for more “serious” per-
son-on-person violent crimes. 
This is not to discount violent 
crimes and the need for quick 
resolution and proportional 

severity of sentencing. How-
ever, the theft of public prop-
erty, in the form of poaching, 
is frequently neglected. Pros-
ecution of such cases is often 
deferred or refused. When 
they are prosecuted, penalties 
assessed are often minimized, 
even below statutory mini-
mums, due to judicial discre-
tion, or even dismissed out-
right. In some states, the 

penalties and restitution costs 
for illegal take of wildlife cur-
rently codified into law are 
still not representative of the 
true “value” of the animal or 
animals taken.  

This is something that 
the Boone and Crockett Club 
is looking to address with 
Phase II of our Poach & Pay 
project. Through Poach & Pay, 
the Club will embark on the 
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Kansas and Illinois Stand Strong Against Poaching
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Poach and Pay Research 
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“In-depth research on poaching and ways to prevent it will 
help protect both our nation’s hunting heritage and the North 
American Model of Wildlife Conservation itself,” said Bruce 
Pettet, President and Chief Executive Officer of Leupold & 
Stevens, Inc. “Leupold is proud to support the Boone and 
Crockett Club on this project.”

“Our Wall of Shame trailers have proven to be effective in 
educating young and old alike on the very real problem of 
poaching and to show newcomers to outdoor sports that there 
is a right and wrong way to enjoy nature’s offerings,” said 
IWC Executive Director Lewis Rather. “By partnering with the 
Boone and Crockett Club and their Poach & Pay program, we 
hope to increase the detection of poaching and the prosecution 
of poachers, which will benefit wildlife managers and our 
wildlife resources.”

The Boone and Crockett Club’s Poach and Pay 
Project will show that poaching is not a 

victimless crime, and that ethical hunters and 
poachers are not the same. The future of 

wildlife conservation and our hunting heritage 
depends on raising the stakes on poachers.

largest, most comprehensive 
study of illegal take of wildlife 
in the United States that has 
ever been conducted. This 
study will examine poaching 
on a national level to deter-
mine rates of detection, de-
scribe what motivates viola-
tors to poach, define and 
break down judicial and pros-
ecutorial barriers to the as-
sessment of proportional 
sentences and penalties, and 
craft standard language to 
ensure that state laws ad-
dressing illegal take of 

wildlife are adequate. This 
multi-year study will not only 
provide governments with the 
tools to adequately punish 
acts of illegal take but will also 
help the public to clearly dis-
criminate between acts of il-
legal take—which are com-
m i t t e d  b y  s e r i o u s 
criminals—and legal, regulat-
ed hunters, who obey the law 
and also pay a disproportion-
ate amount of the cost (thru 
licenses, fees, and excise tax-
es) for the state management 
of the wildlife they pursue. n

For more information, visit www.boone-crockett.org/poach-and-pay

“As responsible sportsmen and women, we must collectively do 
all we can to prevent wildlife crime and preserve the integrity of 
hunting,” said Bob Ziehmer, Senior Director of Conservation at Bass 
Pro Shops and Cabela’s. “We thank our customers who, by rounding 
up purchases in our stores and online in support of the Outdoor 
Fund, are directly contributing to the fight against poachers through 
the Boone and Crockett Club’s Poach & Pay project.”


