B&C SPRING MEETING ‘

Despite the COVID-19 pan-
demic, the Boone and Crock-
ett Club membership is still
finding creative ways to get
together. This March, we
met virtually for the 86th
North American Wildlife
and Natural Resources Con-
ference, during which we
held our Club’s annual
spring meeting. Although
our membership is tired of
the virtual approach, we
recognize this approach
might be here to stay; thus,
we are adjusting. Iam proud
toreport that 124 Club mem-
bers were in attendance at
this meeting to hear about
the Club’s recent activities.

Matt Lee-Ashley, the
White House Council for En-
vironmental Quality’s interim
chiefof staffand senior direc-
tor forlands, opened the North
American conference and
reiterated that climate change
will be one of the priority ini-
tiatives, or main goals, of the
new administration. Another
main goal will be to restore
public lands, expand public
access to these lands, and en-
hance habitat conditions for

wildlife. Our Club is in align-
ment with these goals, and we
are proud to embrace, and
support as we can, the new
administration in helping us
reach our ultimate conserva-
tion goals. There is a lot of
work for us to do.

As part of our Club’s
spring meeting, our members
gave avariety of updates. Due
to COVID-19, our Club has
experienced challenges in
maintaining a balanced bud-
get, which hasled us to make
certain cuts to ensure our
continued support to part-
ners. Fortunately, interest in
our Club remains high, as site
visits to our Club’s homepage
are increasing. We hope that
this engagement with our on-
line presence encourages
more people to align with our
vision, become Associate
Members, or support our
Club’s mission in other ways.

In the face of all that
COVID-19 has thrown at us,
the Club is hopeful; hopeful
for change. We are preparing
for changes in branding and
our general committee struc-
ture, which includes a new

i _.sr' hq
ol

e

communications consultant,
Jodi Stemler. The Clubis also
hopeful for new faces—the
next generation of wildlife
professionals—to join us in
the conservation arena and
aid us in achieving our con-
servation priorities and
goals. At the Club’s annual
spring meeting, Josh Mill-
spaugh, Boone and Crockett
Club Professor of Wildlife
Conservation at the Univer-
sity of Montana, shared that
the University Programs are
supporting 35 fellows, and
that nine have recently grad-
uated. He also reported that
60 publications are being
published along with 40 oth-
er articles. We are encour-
aged by the high-quality re-
search conducted by these
students, and we feel confi-
dent they are offering signif-
icant contributions to better
understanding and conserv-
ing our wildlife resources.
We are also pleased to have
found new ways to foster in-
teractions among our Club
members and our fellows,
especially through the in-
creased use of webinars and
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virtual “happy hours.”
Through the North
American conference, we con-
tinue to hear that chronic
wasting disease (CWD) re-
mains a primary threat to
wildlife, and both our fellows
and this Club are undertaking
extensive research to help
monitor the spread of disease.
In doing so, we have raised
over $420,000 from all parts
of our community to fund
additional research on wild-
life diseases. During our
spring meeting, Professional
Member Becky Humphries
reported on changes she is
seeing in overall wildlife
health. She reiterated that
CWD continues to concern us
all, even though it has not yet
been considered a threat to
humans. Thus far, CWD has
infected animals in 26 states

The Club is also hopeful for new faces—
the next generation of wildlife
professionals—to join us in the
conservation arena and aid us in achieving

our conservation priorities and goals.

Matt Lee-Ashley, White House Council

for Environmental Quality’s interim
chief of staff and senior director for
lands, gave the keynote during the
Club's spring virtual meeting.
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and four Canadian provinces.
For more than 20 years, this
Club has been and continues
tobeaparticipantinthe CWD
Alliance; we hope that the
money we have raised, re-
search we continue to sup-
port, and our engagement
with the Alliance will help
find some answers to solving
the CWD crisis.

During the spring
meeting, Regular Member
James Cummins reported on
the changes he and others are
seeing in leadership on the
Hill given the recent transi-
tion in administration. He
noted that, while these kinds
of transitions always create
challenges, our Club is fortu-
nate that many people work-
ing on the Hill are friends of
the conservation community.
As we work our way through
these changes, we will work
hard to present our conser-
vation vision, mission, and
agenda in front of the new
leadership in Washington,
D.C. We will rely on our
friends, continue to build our
network, and share our
Club’s wildlife management

Influence of acorn
production on bait site use

of black bears in Wisconsin

goals and objectives in front
of all the decisionmakers.
Professional Member Greg
Schildwachter also high-
lighted the importance of the
Conservation Roundtable,
which is chaired by one of our
own, Simon Roosevelt. The
roundtable is composed of a
group of leaders from the
conservation community
who have gained momentum
and are recognized on the
Hill as a reliable source for
information and research
about conservation, hunting
and wildlife management,
and fair chase ethics. With
these friends, our Club can
still do big things.

Our Club’s member-
ship is energized to move
forward on a number of Club
initiatives thisyear. For exam-
ple, we are proud to launch
the Club’s Poach and Pay Pro-
gram. This programisintend-
ed to help us raise awareness
of the harms associated with
poaching—for animals, com-
munities, and resource us-
ers—and help identify solu-
tions to reduce poaching
activities. We will share more

progress on this endeavor and
others later this year.

Even virtually, the Club
is getting a lot done and mov-
ing forward with progress in
many ways. [ want to thank all
the folks that attended the
North American conference
and our Club’s spring meeting,
both members and guests. I
hope all our guests saw the
diversity of efforts that this
Club has undertaken and our
accomplishments from the
past year. We invite all of you
to please join us in our cause
in some way. We are looking
forward to gathering again
in-person!

Our Club’s Chief Exec-
utive Officer, Tony Schoonen,
echoed what many of us have
done, in thanking our great
staff for all the long and hard
work during these challenging
times. Great job to all, as al-
ways. If anyone has any ques-
tions please feel free to reach
out to us to get more details
regarding these efforts. =

Two B&C Fellows gave brief presentations ahout their research during the spring meeting: Tommy Young
(University of Wisconsin — Stevens Point) and Chris Hansen (University of Montana). Tommy, a senior at
UWSP, talked about the influence of hard mast production on bait site visitation of black bears and potential
management implications for his work. Chris, a PhD candidate nearing completion of his degree, presented
his work about the conservation benefits of sustainable land use on mammal communities, with a specific

focus on rangelands and urbanization.

Follow Boone and Crockett Club on social media or sign up for our monthly In The Field e-newsletter n

to stay up to date with Club news. @BooneAndCrockettClub #BooneAndCrockettClub
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THE BOONE AND
CROCKETT CLUB
ASKS THAT YOU

PLEASE THANK OUR
TRAILBLAZERS WITH
YOUR PATRONAGE.
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