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The summer has come upon 
us quickly, and the Club has 
been working at a fast pace 
to progress our work. 

First, we traveled to 
Washington, D.C., to partici-
pate in the summer meeting 
of the Congressional Sports-
men’s Foundation. There, we 
spent time with many of our 
politicians on the Hill dis-
cussing major wildlife man-
agement issues, including 
future funding of wildlife 
health and disease research, 
as well as policy initiatives 
like the Great American Out-
doors Act. I was proud to 
witness the positive effects 
of the Club as we traveled 
from office to office to meet 
with many of the staff who 
are graduates of our Club’s 
University Programs. We, as 
a Club, take great pride in 
seeing so many of our folks 
who have passed through our 
universities as Boone and 
Crockett Fellows, scholars, 
and educators. Seeing them 
at work making a difference 
for conservation helps me see 
clearly that our past leaders 
had great vision. And, that we 
have more work to do. 

Regarding our Univer-
sity Programs, we currently 
have 22 active students and 
93 graduates. These graduates 
have entered a variety of 
fields and professions—
non-governmental agencies, 
consulting firms, big busi-
ness, state and federal re-
source management agencies, 
universities, and private in-
dustries. I’m proud to say 
they have (and will continue 
to have) a meaningful impact 
on wildlife management and 
conservation. Our Club’s 

network is scattered through-
out wildlife-centric agencies, 
groups, and organizations 
around the country and be-
yond. In addition, we have 
many students and educators 
in universities who are train-
ing and teaching the next 
generation of conservation 
leaders. We also have many 
conservation allies who ad-
vocate for us in Washington, 
D.C., and they work to help 
inform the current political 
leadership to make the best 
decisions for all of us.

Next, we participated 
in the University Programs 
Retreat held at the Theodore 
Roosevelt Memorial Ranch in 
northwest Montana. There, 
we had representation from 
most of our eight University 
Programs. We spent three 
days working through a stra-
tegic plan, which will help 
our great programs continue 
to expand and have an even 
greater impact on the future 
of youth and the conservation 
of wildlife. The Club takes 
enormous pride in the fact 
that, with all the great orga-
nizations with like-minded 
goals out there, we are the 
only organization that has 
embarked on the path toward 
developing and including 
universities as part of our 
strategic plan. We feel we 
must work on the next round 
of leadership in this country 
to sustain wildlife manage-
ment and hunting opportu-
nities. And that is our youth. 

The ranch also pro-
vides a first-rate training 
ground for tomorrow’s con-
servation leaders and profes-
sionals. As we worked with 
University Partners at our 

ranch, conservation educa-
tion staff gave us an over-
view of how they are reach-
ing more and more kids, 
young adults, and educators 
through camps and outreach 
programs held there during 
the summer. We are planning 
to host approximately 1,200 
kids at the ranch this sum-
mer. With the help of our 
staff, these programs will 
continue to grow and instill 
values of fair chase hunting 
and ethical wildlife manage-
ment into young folks.

And finally, I certainly 
cannot leave out our 31st Big 
Game Awards Banquet. Every 
three years, the Club cele-
brates successful conserva-
tion by recognizing hunters 
and their harvests. The event 
was held at Johnny Morris’ 
Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum & Aquarium in 
Springfield, Missouri. There, 
we recognized all youth who 
were 16 years old or younger 
when they harvested their 
record-book trophies at the 
Jack Steele Parker Generation 
Next Youth Awards and Ban-
quet. There were smiles, 
laughter, and maybe even a 
few tears as these young 
hunters shared their stories. 

Whenever I sit at the 
Club’s ranch and listen to our 
leaders and members, I real-
ize that, again, the kids—our 
youth—are where it starts. 
We have to help protect our 
legacy of hunting and fishing, 

and this is where it has to be-
gin. Our youth are the future 
of all, and we must do our part 
to help bring them along and 
make them understand what 
their role is in the future. 

I am proud of the 
Club’s efforts at all levels to 
bring together America’s 
youth in helping them find 
their place—just like all of us 
did in protecting and pre-
serving all wild places and 
wild things. We need to iden-
tify and recruit the next gen-
eration of young leaders. 
Then we have to support them 
throughout their growth and 
help foster their passions for 
nature and the outdoors. 

I believe the Club’s ef-
forts in developing award 
programs, creating educa-
tional and outreach pro-
grams, supporting our uni-
versity program educators 
and students, and networking 
with decision- and poli-
cy-makers are making a sig-
nificant difference in advanc-
ing conservation. I hope we 
can do even more in the years 
to come. We hope you feel that 
way, too. n
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