HISTORIC ACCOMPLISHMENTS

ON BEHALF OF HUNTING AND

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION

As this issue of Fair Chase
goes to press, the 117th Con-
gress has convened in Wash-
ington, D.C.,and a presiden-
tial inauguration is
approaching. Political dra-
ma and the pandemic have
combined to make 2020 and

he, transition to 2021

for all and contro-
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isn’t pretty, but it is always
worth the effort. Thank you
to each and every member
who assisted in moving the
Club’s conservation program
forward. And a special thank
you to Johnny Morris and the
Bass Pro/Cabela’s Outdoor
Fund for their substantial

ontribution to the Club’s
y program.
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added. After expanding na-
tional forests, parks, and
wildlife refuges, the burden
of caring for and maintaining
these places began to over-
whelm continuing efforts to
add to the public estate.
This is why the Great
American Outdoors Act is so
significant. It puts resources
behind the development of
Ame rican conservation strat-
247 1 A provides up to
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fishing, recreational shooting
and other activities. It man-
dates that a portion of LWCF
monies be spent on projects
that improve public access to
hunt, fish and shoot on inac-
cessible or difficult to reach

ederallands. It declares that
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pplicable t_federal pu

bliclands
laad I.- ”

=h




facilitate habitat connectivity
for the benefit of western big
game populations. Priority
states currently include Ari-
zona, California, Colorado,
Idaho, Montana, Nevada, New
Mexico, Oregon, Utah, Wash-
ington, and Wyoming. As this
has been established at the
discretion of the secretary of
Interior, it can easily be aban-
doned by a future secretary.
The Club and its partners are
advocating its permanent
adoption and expansion, par-
ticularly to the summer range
habitats primarily under the
authority of the Department
of Agriculture.

The Endangered Spe-
cies Act was alandmark state-
ment when enacted nearly 50
years ago. Since then, its pu-
nitive regulatory provisions
have extended protections to
many species with very few
active programs driving re-
covery. Even in the few cases
of purposeful recovery ef-
forts—such as for the gray
wolf and grizzly bear—suc-
cess on the ground has not
been followed easily by the
requirement to resume state
wildlife agency authority. The
Trump administrationissued
several rules that tweak the
program within the bounds
of the outdated law. Many
more and deeper changes are
required to bring this pro-
gram up to date and to modern
understanding of how to re-
cover species and how to fund
consistent efforts.

~ Chronic Wasting Dis-
ease, like many diseases, is
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proving that in the 21st cen-
tury, wildlife managers need
stronger programs beyond the
fundamentals of habitat and
population management. This
always fatal and diffi-
cult-to-detect disease is a
threat not only to deer and elk
populations but also to hunt-
ing and wildlife management.
State wildlife agencies are
redirecting an average of $2 .
million per year per state on =
surveillance, testing, manag-
ing, and response activities.
Hunters fear potential health
risks as this disease is of the
same category as mad cow
disease, although transmis-
sion to humansis not present-
ly believed possible. The de-
partments of Agriculture and

.
Behind the hlgge 1ew 1SEN
presently—the enactment of the Greaif
Amencan Ouitdoors Act (GAOA) and the

"‘John D I]mgffll Jr., Conservation,
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5 -@Innservatmn Act) is a SIgmflcant :
de\lelnpment in the oldest initiative in
£57 ¢ wess o American consérvation.
"‘The firstand most prominent core of the

e strateqy is to'secure land and water as the
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MR SRS < places were secured (i.e., Yellowstone

sponse is growing apace. ~. National Park and the Grand Canyon).

AL AT Later, lands with ecological and
~ wilderness values were added. After
- expanding national forests, parks, and
W|IdI|fe refuges, the burden of caring for
and maintaining these places hegan to
overwhelm continuing efforts
to add to the public estate.
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: Follow Boone and Crockett Club on social media or sign
up for our monthly In The Field e-newsletter to stay

up to date with Club news. @BooneAndCrockettClub
#BooneAndCrockettClub
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