RECENT RECORDS UPDATES

The records committee has
two major updates. The first
is a modified desert sheep
boundary in California, and
the second is a new entry
affidavit for all bison en-
tries. While the updates are
straightforward, a bit of
discussion on both topics
follows to show how chang-
es like this are brought for-
ward and considered.

The desert sheep boundary
adjustment was first brought
to the attention of records
leadership by Vern Bleich, a
professional member, mem-
ber of the records committee,
and the former bighorn sheep
biologist for California. His

The updated boundary map for the sheep range.
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concern was that the previ-
ous boundary for desert big-
horn also included Sierra
Nevada bighorn sheep. His
slightly shortened explana-
tion follows.

“Two subspecies cur-
rently occur in California.
These are Sierra Nevada big-
horn sheep (Ovis canadensis
sierrae) and desert bighorn
sheep (Ovis canadensis nel-
soni). Sierra Nevada bighorns
arenot adesertbighorn sheep
and are classified as endan-
gered by state and federal
governments. Thus, there is
no legal harvest. Since the
taxon is not a desert sheep,
nor a Rocky Mountain big-
horn sheep, there is no need
to include its distribution on
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the map; its range is entirely
west of the boundary line I
have drawn, which is U.S.
Highway 6.

“The state and federal
governments also have listed
bighorn sheep occupying the
peninsular ranges in south-
west California as a distinct
population segment, but they
truly are a desert bighorn
sheep. As a distinct popula-
tion segment, they are classi-
fied as endangered by the
federal government and list-
ed by the state as threatened.
There currently is no legal
harvest of the animals with-
in the boundary of the dis-
tinct population segment
because of those classifica-
tions, but they are desert
bighorn sheep, and included
within the distribution of
desert bighorn sheep shown
on the map....”

The topic was

added to the agenda

I for the records com-
mittee meeting held
just before the awards
program in Spring-
field last summer.

Other sheep biologists

and the committee

reviewed Vern’s pro-
posed boundary ad-
justment. They voted
to approve.
Interestingly,
two picked-up heads
in the book could be
from the now-exclud-
ed area. As the pick-
ups are a distinct
subspecies, a new

View all our category
boundaries online
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category would need to be
created to recognize them.
The requirements for catego-
ry creationinclude arequest
from the managing states or
tribes and a population ro-
bust enough to maintain a
category. As neither of these
stipulations is met with Sier-
ra Nevada sheep, and a pre-
cise kill location cannot be
ascertained, these picked-up
heads will be footnoted in the
next edition of Records of
North American Big Game.
The next edition of the scor-
ing manual will also explain
thatthe area of northern Cal-
ifornia that does not include
any sheep category is home
to a subspecies that does not
warrantits own category and
is currently excluded.

The bison entry affidavit up-
date was a couple of yearsin
the making. The issue was
that while Boone and Crock-
ett’s records have always
required that entries be
free-ranging, native North
American big game, Custer
State Park does have a

See the new bison affidavit
online at the bottom of the
score charts page




Congratulations to Philip Herrnberger for signing up 200 members!

boundary fence. Because of
this, the records committee
put together a subcommit-
tee to investigate the topic,
led by former vice president
of Big Game Records and
records committee chair
Eldon “Buck” Buckner.
During thisresearch,
it was found that early on,
when the Big Game Awards
Programs were referred to
as competitions, bison were
accepted for recording but
were not eligible for compe-
tition. When the committee
voted to change the name to
awards programs and the
emphasis taken off the com-
petition aspect, all trophies
listed became eligible by
default. At the time, Custer
State Park was the only lo-
cation that allowed bison
hunting. Recent bison herds
that have been reviewed
were held to the standards
of our other categories.
The subcommittee
recommended that for his-
torical purposes and to doc-
ument the limited recovery
of the species, an updated
affidavit would be required
for entries from Custer State
Parkinstead of removing all
entries from there. While
this seems to be a slight di-
vergence from the previous
policy, it is rooted in the
conservation ethos of the
Club and records program.
The bison is the only big

game species that has not
been recovered in a signifi-
cant portion of its range in
North America. Thisislarge-
ly due to the fact that the
habitat requirements of bi-
son can rarely be met on
today’s landscape. In many
areas where bisonrecovery
is taking place, some form
of containment is needed.
The updated wording can be
found in the Club’s trophy
eligibility statement, avail-
able on the Club’s website.
It should be noted the
Club still has stipulations
on eligible herds. These in-
clude management by state,
federal, or tribal agencies,
licenses for harvest, and
management consistent
with a free-ranging herd,
including minimal han-
dling. In essence, the updat-
ed wording still requires
the herd to be reviewed for
inclusion by the committee
but no longer will contain-
ment be an automatic dis-
qualification of a herd. This
should be welcome news to
certain tribal wildlife agen-
cies as they work to bring
back bison to their lands.

B&C SIGN-UP INCENTIVE
PROGRAM LERDER BOARD

*As of January 11, 2023

CONGRATS TOOURTOP
10 PRIZE WINNERS!

1. Philip A. Herrnberger - 209
2. Stanley Zirbel - 156
3. Bucky Ihlenfeldt - 143
4. Ken Witt - 113
5. Dale Weddle - 70
6. John Bogucki - 46
7. Jerry E. Lunde - 42
8. Steven Taylor - 41
9. Robert Wood - 33
10. Eric Stanosheck - 32

SEE THE COMPLETE LISTING IN
THE COMMUNITIES SECTION
ON OUR WEBSITE.

EACH TIME AN OM GETS
SOMEONE TO JOIN

B&GC WE PUTH

CREDIT BY THEIR NAME!

HERE'S THE BREAKDOWN

3 Associates - $25 off any item in the B&C store

5 Associates - Buck Knife

10 Associates - B&C Boyt sling

25 Associates - OM Wool Vest

50 Associates - SITKA Gear (value up to $350)

75 Associates - YETI package (value up to $500)

100 Associates - KIMBER RIFLE

150 Associates - $800 Gift card to BASS PRO SHOPS/CABELAS!
200 Associates - VORTEX OPTICS GEAR! (value up to $1400)

Would you like to give an Official Measurer credit for your
renewal? Let them know when it is your time to renew and they
will provide their OMID number to include with your renewal so
they will receive credit.

Want to Become an Official Measurer? Fill out the
Official Measurer Application at Boone-Crockett.org!
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