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The bison featured in the 
logo for the 31st Big Game 
Awards lived more than a 
century ago in the Peace River 
Country of northern Alberta. 
And you will find the story 
behind how the bison head 
became part of the National 
Collection of Heads and Horns 
is as wild as the country it 
called home.

The Slave and Peace Rivers meander through 
the boreal forest, while caribou run from mosqui-
to hordes. Wood bison (B. bison athabascae) have 
a stronghold in northern Alberta now, numbering 
around 2,500. Those numbers, though, hit rock 
bottom in the late 1880s, which is why Caspar 
Whitney set out to collect one of the last remaining 
specimens—or so he thought. 

At the turn of the 20th century, the United 
States was awash with interesting and inspiration-
al adventurers. Caspar Whitney was one of them. 
He was a war correspondent in Mexico, France, 
and Cuba. He even reported on the exploits of 
Theodore Roosevelt’s Rough Riders in the Span-
ish-American War. 

When he wasn’t reporting, Whitney was 
hunting. On his expedition to the wilds of northern 
Alberta in a futile attempt to obtain a wood bison 
specimen, he quickly learned he was chasing 
ghosts. Ever the journalist, Whitney recounted the 
perils of his wood bison hunt in Harper’s magazine 
in the late 1890s, and he compiled all the adventures 
in his book, On Snow-shoes to the Barren Grounds. 

A 
Bison 
Tale

This excerpt was taken from The National Collection 
of Heads and Horns - Part 1 brochure published by 
the New York Zoological Society in 1907.
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Did you know: 
To save the remnant 

populations of this wooly beast, 
the Canadian government set 

aside more than 17,000 square 
miles of wood buffalo habitat in 

northern Alberta in 1922. Today, 
we know it as Wood Buffalo 

National Park, a World Heritage 
Site and Canada’s largest 

National Park.

The National Collection of Heads 
and Horns is part of Johnny Morris’ 
Wonders of Wildlife National 
Museum & Aquarium in Springfield, 
Missouri. It is a most befitting home 
because the National Collection 
could very well have been named a 
Wonders of Wildlife exhibit from the 
beginning. Such public displays are a 
constant reminder that conservation 
matters to everyone.

He and his hunting partners tried 
for weeks to track down the elu-
sive wood bison. Their accounts 
of hiring local guides only added 
to the frustrations of brutally cold 
temperatures, surly dog teams 
and impenetrable forests. 

It has long been thought 
that Whitney was, in fact, the hunt-
er that killed this particular wood 
bison, but that just isn’t the case. 
Rather, that distinction goes to an 
already distinguished individual: 
Dr. William MacKay. 

Dr. Mackay was born in 
Scotland, became a surgeon and 
joined the Hudson’s Bay Company 
in Canada. By 1867, he had moved 
his practice into Canada’s interior. 
For decades, he was the only doc-
tor north of Edmonton. Dr. 

Mackay was himself quite an ad-
venturous man; no one without a 
zest for adventure travels north-
ern Canada to administer health 
care to tiny villages and towns for 
months on end. Along the way, 
Mackay and Whitney became 
acquainted. From his book, Whit-
ney reveals the origins of this 
particular wood bison that now 
resides in the National Collection.  

“When I was in the country 
in the winter of 1894-1895 not 
even a bison track had been seen 
up to the time of our hunt, and the 
head I obtained through the kind-
ness of Dr. Mackay was the last 
one shot, and that two years be-
fore,” Whitney wrote. Fortunate-
ly, that wasn’t the last wood bison 
of the land. n

Save the date!
Springfield, Missouri - July 21-23, 2022

Bass Pro Shops 
Johnny Morris' Wonders of Wildlife 
National Museum and Aquarium

Honoring where we’ve been. 
Celebrating where we’re going.

Caspar Whitney wrote 
On Snow-Shoes to the 
Barren Grounds after his 
expeditions in the wilds 
of northern Alberta. The 
illustration, by Frederic 
Remington, is in the chapter 
titled 'Our Wood Bison Hunt'.
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THANK YOU TO ALL OUR SPONSORS

WELCOME FEDERAL AMMUNITION AS THE 
CENTENNIAL PARTNER OF THE 31ST BIG GAME AWARDS
For more than a century, 
state agencies, conserva-
tion groups, and industry 
allies have partnered with 
the Boone and Crockett 
Club to support sound sci-
entific wildlife manage-
ment and fair chase hunt-
ing—all for the betterment 
of our nation’s wildlife 
resource. To celebrate 
these conservation wins 
and the animals that call 
these landscapes home, 
the Boone and Crockett 
Club celebrates the most 
impressive specimens ev-
ery three years with our 
Big Game Awards Banquet. 
In 2022, we will celebrate 
our 31st Big Game Awards.

Through key strategic 
partnerships, the Club has 
spearheaded impactful con-
servation outcomes. One of 
our strongest partnerships 
includes Federal Ammuni-
tion, which has become the 
Centennial partner of the 31st 
Big Game Awards—the high-
est level of sponsorship for 
the awards. 

“We are very excited 
and honored to have Federal 
as the Centennial partner of 

these awards,” said Boone 
and Crockett Club chief exec-
utive officer, Tony Schoonen. 
“This is just one more way our 
friends in the industry sup-
port our conservation and 
advocacy efforts.”

Federal was only 15 
years old in 1937 when Boone 
and Crockett Club Members, 
among others, helped inspire 
the U.S. Congress to pass the 
Pittman-Robertson Act, which 
created an 11 percent excise 
tax on firearms and ammuni-
tion, earmarking sportsmen’s 
dollars for conservation and 
game management. Since that 
legislation passed, sales from 
Federal Ammunition have 
contributed hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars to wildlife 
conservation.

For more than a decade, 
Federal has been a Boone and 
Crockett partner supporting 
our mission. They also have 
been a sponsor of four Big 
Game Awards programs, 
reaching back to 2010. Coming 
up in May, this strategic 

partnership will 
showcase our con-
servation success 
to hundreds of 
thousands of visi-
tors at Johnny 
Morris’ Wonders 
of Wildlife Muse-
um and Aquari-
um. Here, we will 
celebrate some of 
the biggest heads, 
horns, and antlers 
from each North 
A merican big 
game category entered in the 
last three years—and they will 
all be on display for three 
months. In addition, the top 
trophies that qualified for a 
Boone and Crockett record 
harvested by youth 16 or 
younger will be on display. 
There is not a grander gallery 
of record-book trophies in all 
the world, and there is not a 
better celebration highlight-
ing hunting and conservation. 

You can also be a proud 
partner for conservation by 
coming to the museum and 

inspiring others to work  
toward conserving our natu-
ral world. The Big Game 
Awards happen only once 
every three years,  then those 
trophies go home to become 
one of the greatest stories 
these hunters will ever tell. 
Stories that will once again 
be shared in the annals of 
history among some of the 
greatest conservation sup-
porters and achievers of all 
time, much like Federal Am-
munition and the Boone and 
Crockett Club. n

Celebrating a 
partnership that spans 

more than a decade, 
Federal Ammunition 
shows its support of 

wildlife conservation  
in a very big way.
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TERMINAL ASCENT
Simply the best r if le  bul let  made.  Period.

Any hunt. Any range.   

Go beyond what you ever  

 thought possible with new   

Federal Premium® Terminal Ascent™.   

Bonded construction penetrates deep on close   

targets, while the patented Slipstream™ polymer tip  

 initiates expansion at velocities 200 fps lower than standard 

tips. Unprecedented terminal performance at any range.

BUY NOW AT

FEDERALPREMIUM.COM

©2021 Federal® Ammunition

Bullet upsets captured 
from 200-grain 300 Win. 
Magnum load, P300WTA1

50 Yards/2750 fps 400 Yards/2350 fps 1050 Yards/1660 fps 1250 Yards/1480 fps


